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In the Spotlight… Dave Koronet                       
by Tomy Wright 

Dave Koronet performing at PORCHFEST in 
Hagerstown. See story on page 13. 



 

Keep listening, keep playing, keep living! 

At our December Board of Directors meeting, I asked the Board members to list all of the 
successes we have had over the past year. They came up with a dozen: 
 

1. Song Circle - meets on the second Saturday of every month at Dublin Roasters.  Average 
attendance is about 30. 
2. 501 (c) (3) (non-profit) status - after four years, FINALLY! 
3. Patsy Cline Memorial - got world-wide attention with article in the new York Times, the 
London Times and other papers. 
4. CAM in progress - Celebration of Acoustic Music is in the planning stages but is scheduled 
for April 16th at Frederick Community College. 
5. Scholarship - One young woman was awarded a $250 scholarship to take guitar lessons. 
6. Workshop – rhythm - held at Make 'n Music. 
7. Hill Chapel – raised money for bathroom - This venue in New Market is home to a house 
concert series that has brought in upper level performers. 
8. Members in various musical venues - We encourage and promote our members who play 
in a variety of musical venues around the area. 
9. Raised money for Foodbank - Make 'n Music's annual fundraiser to feed local folks 
10. Monthly Newsletter - An excellent source for information about acoustic music including 
local performers and historical background. 
11. Rick’s performance at school - Part of our desire to reach out to younger folks, these were 
elementary school kids who learned about the dulcimer, banjo, and guitar. 
12. Earth Day - Annual event in Charles Town, we had a featured performer and a song circle. 
 

It was a very good year for a fairly small group of dedicated folks.  I thank all our Board members 
who worked very hard to make all of that happen.  I also want to thank the folks who are NOT on the 
Board, but who also put in tremendous effort. 
 

We are a volunteer organization, and though it sometimes takes a while to get things going 
because everybody has full-time jobs and many have families to care for as well, we are moving 
forward! This is a worthwhile venture.  Music, at its most basic, is acoustic.  A vibration resounding 
in a chamber.  Those vibrations, however also carry with them the soul of the performer.  And that 
soul carries with it the story of a civilization. Carry it on, my friends, carry it on! 

Cover photo courtesy of Dave Koronet 

Peace, 

Rick Hill 
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Sunday Songwriters’ Songfest 

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, 
VA. Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase: 
Second and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm. Ron 
Goad, host. 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace 
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Every Thursday night 8 to 
11:00 pm. Sam Biskin, host. 

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. 

Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday 

of each month 7-9 pm, Tomy Wright host. 

UUCF, 4880 Elmer Derr Road, Frederick, MD. 
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 7-9:30 pm. Roy 
Greene & Brad Calhoun, hosts.  

An afternoon of local, regional, and sometimes national talent !
Songwriters perform 30- to 40-minute sets 

Performers are not paid, so please tip generously. 

Frederick Coffee Co, 100 N. East Street, 
Frederick, MD, 4 pm. Todd C Walker, host. 

January 10    Katy Hylton     John Eggers 
 
January 24   Bill & Lisa Bromfield 
     Dan Mack  

More details and open mic photos on pages 16 and 17. 

http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.fredcoffeeco.com/
http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.frederickuu.org/home/index.php
http://www.fredcoffeeco.com/


 

 

 
                  

Acoustic Electric Guitar 

R a f f l e  

Win this Ibanez guitar; support F.A.M.E. Scholarships 

INCLUDES: 

● Fishman Isys+ pre-amp 

with built-in tuner 

● Fender custom gig bag 

● Professionally set up 

● New owner professional 

follow-on set-up 

● Extra set of Martin strings 

● Custom Strap 

● A-frame guitar stand 

Drawing will take place April 16, 2016 
at the F.A.M.E. Music Show* 

 

Jack B. Kussmaul Theater 
Frederick Community College 

7932 Opossumtown Pike 
Frederick, MD 21702 

 

* You do not need to be present to win 

Tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5 

A t t e n t i o n :  T i c k e t  s e l l e r s  

w a n t e d !  I f  y o u  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  h e l p  t h e  c a u s e ,  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  

r o y . g r e e n e @ y a h o o . c o m  

Proceeds benefit the F.A.M.E. Scholarship Fund 
[ R e s p o n d  t o  o u r  Wo r k s h o p  S u r v e y  ( s e e  p a g e  1 5 )  a n d  g e t  a  f r e e  r a f f l e  t i c k e t ! ]  
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We had 20 attend the December 12th song circle hot on the heels of our annual meeting held at 
Dublin Roasters. We sang 27 songs covering 15 of the 35 categories in the Rise Up Singing (RUS) 
songbook. We sang 13 previously unsung songs by the group, that Caryl will list in her section of the 
newsletter, but of note, we finally sang “Kumbaya” introduced by Dori Bailin!  Beverley Magyar 
introduced, “We wish you a Merry Christmas,” (not in the book), but provided song sheets for us to 
follow. To date, with further review of our records, we have sung some 475 songs for 39 percent of 
the songs from the RUS songbook -- just 25 more song for 500 by our 4th Anniversary in February 
2016! ;-) 
 In attendance: were Dori Bailin (Circle recorder), George Carroll, Barbara Collins, John 
Cooper, Dan Frasier, Craig Gillespie, James Gillespie, Marilyn Gillespie, Rick Hill 
(F.A.M.E. President), Dave Koronet (alternate host), Margie Lance, Doug Lundgren, 
Beverley Magyar, Gloria McCracken, Charles Pierre, Lyn Purdum, Mike Sodos, Jean 
Vantassell, Caryl Velisek (Song researcher), and Tomy Wright (host). It was great to have 
Rick back with us and Margie Lance. Conspicuously absence was our dear friend George Waxter, aka 
“Jimmie Crack Corn,” who was out due to pneumonia. Our well-wishes are with him as he recovers.  
I want to acknowledge the Song Circle members’ diverse ethnic and religious backgrounds to 
help us celebrate the seasonal holidays, their vast life experiences, and willingness to be a welcoming 
community to others as we achieve our goals and F.A.M.E.’s goals, too.   

On behalf of the Song Circle team, 

wishing Happy Holidays for all observances in January.    

Photo courtesy of Tomy Wright 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 
by Tomy Wright 

Dublin Roasters Coffee, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 2-4 p.m. 

 We had our annual F.A.M.E. meeting before our December Song Circle with 
an excellent lunch, at Dublin Roasters. Then we got right into singing, starting with 
the usual “You Are My Sunshine” and we sang a good many songs that we haven’t 
done before. 

Our second song was a new one, “When I’m Gone” by Phil Ochs. It’s a rather 
sad song, when you take into account Ochs’ life. He was considered a protest singer 

and was known for his political activism. He wrote hundreds of songs in his rather short lifetime 
during the 1960s and 1970s, including anti-war songs. He considered himself an “early 
revolutionary.” His mental stability declined in the 1970s and he eventually succumbed to a number 

The Songs We Sing by Caryl Velisek 
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of problems including bipolar 
disorder and alcoholism; he took 

his own life in 1976. 

Next we sang “Pastures of Plenty,” a 
Woody Guthrie song that describes the travails 
and dignity of migrant workers in North 
America, much the way Steinbeck described 
them in his book, The Grapes of Wrath. The 
tune is based on the traditional English ballad, 
“Pretty Polly.” 

Our fourth song, “Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot,” is, of course, an American spiritual 
and it has been honored by the Library of 
Congress as one of 50 recordings chosen in 
2002, to be added to the National Recording 
registry, and was also included in the list of 
Songs of the Century, by the Recording 
Industry Association of America and the 
National Endowments for the Arts. 

I was kind of surprised that we haven’t sung 
“I’m Going to Leave Old Texas Now” before, 
which is, of course, a cowboy song, and about 
Texas, the ultimate cattle country, becoming 
more versatile and “planting grain on the Lone 
Prairie.” I’ve sung it since I was a kid. 

Next we sang “O Hanukah,” which is, of 
course, celebrating the eight day Jewish Festival of Lights. remembering the rededication of the 
second Jewish Temple in Jerusalem in 160 BC. 

After that we sang “Rock-a My Soul in the Bosom of Abraham,” which refers to the place of 
comfort in hades, where the Jews said the righteous dead awaited Judgement Day, and from there 
we went to “Let There Be Peace On Earth,” which we have sung a couple of times before. 

Then we sang “Green Grow the Rashes O,” another we haven’t sung before. It’s from a poem 
by Robert Burns set to a traditional Scottish tune, and sometimes said to be the origin of the name 
“gringo” that is used to refer to non-Hispanics in many western states. There are a number of 
“stories” about ‘gringo’ including the one I have always heard from my cowboy buddies, that is it was 
taken from listening to the cowboys sing, “Green Grow the Lilacs.” Take your pick. 

We sang a short and snappy “Hava Nagila” next, and then a longer “The Preacher Went 
Down,” which we have sung before. 

Then we sang a John Denver favorite, “Annie’s Song,” which we have done before and then 
words to “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” were passed out and we sang that also. 

We tried Woodie Guthrie’s “Hard Ain’t it Hard,” which has been done by many including The 
Kingston Trio and The Weavers, but couldn’t get the hang of it, so we tabled it for another session. 

We sang some other familiar songs like Kumbaya, With A Little Help From My Friends, Go 
Tell It On the Mountain, Danny Boy, The Wassail Song, Tonight, from the Bernstein- Sondheim 
musical, West Side Story, Lo How A Rose, The Twelve Days of Christmas, and We Shall Overcome. 

We sang “Light One Candle,” a song done live at Peter, Paul and Mary’s 25th anniversary 
concert in 1986 and we decided we needed a little more work on a couple of others like “That’s What 
Friends Are For” and “All the Good People.” We finished of the session with the old familiar, “Old 

MacDonald,” which I think most of us know.          Happy New Year!    
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Comfortable Concert Coming Up 
          

February 19      Randy “Windtalker” Motz     www.windtalkermusic.com  

Local Singer/Songwriter, Brett Barry,  returns to 
Comfortable Concerts for an inspiring night of music 

 
On January 29, Brett Barry makes his second appearance at 
Comfortable Concerts.  Brett's blend of folk-rock, Americana blended 
music has inspirational messages of love and relationships. 
 

After 17 years in Nashville, Brett  tired of the music industry’s system. 
He decided to go out on his own and travel the world to spread his 
message. He's played festivals, conferences, colleges, coffee houses, and 
churches from the US, Canada, S. Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Europe, 
Singapore, and Malaysia, just to name a few. He gets his ideas from observing friends, family, and 
life in general. Brett takes his time, putting much thought into his eloquent songs. 
  

Join us for an uplifting evening. You may get inspired! 
 

Date: January 29, 2016 Doors open: 7:30pm Suggested donation: $10-$20/person 
Location: Damascus/Gaithersburg area (address given upon RSVP) 

RSVP: Jan. 27 (Robin):  kmarkle6@hotmail.com  (refer to FAME newsletter) 
Variety of food/beverages  

Comfortable Concerts 
 January  8 Genna/Jesse  www.gennaandjesse.com 
  January 29 Brett Barry  www.brettbarry.com  

Superb duo of Genna and Jesse entertains at Comfortable Concerts!! 
 

Another duo where fate brought two beautifully blended voices 
together in harmony will be "music to our ears" on January 8. 
 

Genna and Jesse’s mix of folk, jazz, country, blues, and pop will 
ignite the stage. They have labeled their sound as “Acoustic 
Soul.” Their sound defies industry standards to create songs that 
follow their “what feels good” persona. The lyrics are inspired by 
their romantic, nomadic lifestyle. 
 

The newly married pair consists of Genna Giacobassi and Jesse 
Dyan. Genna originates from Michigan and was raised by two musician parents. She dropped out of 
high school to follow her dreams and moved to San Francisco to broaden her performance and 
songwriting skills. Her soulful voice is reminiscent of Billie Holliday, Rickie Lee Jones, Joni Mitchell, 
and Lucinda Williams. Jesse has self-produced hundreds of tracks and has worked with projects in 
the US, Europe, and Africa. His smooth voice sets the stage for the awesome harmonies. 
 

Hope you can join in on this very special musical night.     
 

Date: January 8, 2016 Doors open:  7:30pm Suggested donation:  $10-$20/person 
Location: Damascus/Gaithersburg area (address given upon RSVP) 

RSVP:  January 6 to: (Robin)  kmarkle6@hotmail.com   (refer to FAME newsletter) 
Variety of food/beverages. 
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Hill Chapel Concert Hall & Venue 
 January 16 (Saturday) TJ George  www.tjgeorge.com/ 
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 Doors open 7 pm; shows run from 7:30 to 9:30 pm 
 

For more information, please call the Hill Chapel at 301-882-7172 

Concerts are held at  

Hill Chapel Concert Hall 

6 East Main Street 

New Market, MD 

Comtemporary pianist TJ George has 
written for television, movie, and in 
collaboration with multiple top-ten hit 
makers. He has two solo CDs, Melodic 
Groove and Abilene. He also has a shared-
effort CD with fellow songwriter, Jasey 
Schnaars, titled TJC-One. His newest solo 
release is a single, “Spinning Around,” which 
is for sale via digital download.  

TJ’s influences are a fusion of Pop, 
R&B, Folk and Blue-Eyed Soul to create 
what he calls Melodic Groove. He performs 
nationally and is taking his brand of Melodic 
Groove to an unlimited audience. 

TJ has recently shared the stage with 
award winning songwriter and international 
touring artist, Jesse Terry and opened for 
artists such as Maxwell Hughes of The 
Lumineers and national touring artist Joe 
Crookston. 

Hill Chapel Concerts Coming Up 
          

1/21/2016  (Thursday) Keating Beach:  Local Contemporary Harpist 

2/25/2016  (Thursday) Darren Beachly: Local Bluegrass, Americana 

http://www.tjgeorge.com/
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.tjgeorge.com/


 

2015 was a fun year with lots of great F.A.M.E. newsletter articles. Roy 
Greene does a fantastic job of publishing the newsletter, taking time out of his 
already busy life to bring us a newsletter that, in my opinion, should be award-
winning. And let’s not forget all the newsletter contributors who each month 
give us great reads. Many thanks to all ! 
 

We interrupt this article for an important message... 

[Thank you, Todd. I, too, am proud of our newsletter and, as you mentioned, it 
would not be the publication it is without the submissions from the newsletter 

contributors. In that spirit, I would like to recognize them by name for their 2015 literary contributions. 
Starting with you, Todd C Walker, a great BIG hand for your “Gear” series; your recommendations, 
observations, and comments are always well-received. Thanks to you, also, for the myriad photos you 
share with us from various acoustic venues throughout the year, including the ones on pages 16 and 17 
from last month’s Christmas Show. I would like to recognize Caryl Velisk and thank her for often 
doing double-duty by providing two features: the “Spotlight” and “Songs We Sing” articles. Many 
thanks to Tom “Frederick Folklorist” Kohlhepp for his intriguing and well-researched “Pull up a 
chair…” histories of songs and performers and for the “Spotlight” article on Patsy Cline. Thank you, 
Tomy “One M” Wright, for the “Spotlight” articles you’ve done, for the comprehensive Dublin 
Roasters Song Circle reports, and for the many photos you provide from the OM at Beans, including the 
ones on page 19. A big thank you to Karen Fetters, who also penned a “Spotlight” article, and earlier 
in the year, she wrote the Song Circle reports, and kept track of Song Circle attendance and progress 
through the Rise Up Singing songbook. And, to Dori Bailin, who currently does the latter. And finally, 
many thanks to Rick Hill for supplying us with monthly, thought-provoking “From the President” 
messages. The F.A.M.E. newsletter is enriched by the vigorous efforts of its contributors; thank you All, 
again! – Ed.] 

And, now, back to “Gear of the Month.”  

 
Here is a summary of my favorite “Gear” from 2015: 
 
 

ZerO Glide:  The ZerO Glide Nut System replaces the factory
-installed nut. The company (Gold Tone Instruments) 
claims that it lowers string action (at the nut) that will 
decrease nut friction by  93%, increasing pitch retention 
following string bends and improving consistency of tone. I 
replaced the factory nut on my Taylor Big Baby with the 
ZerO Glide Nut System. Although I cannot say that it 
increases pitch retention after string bends (I don’t bend 
the strings much), I can report that it definitely makes first 
position chords easier, much the same as when playing 
with a capo, since the ZerO Glide lowers the strings. Overall 
tone of the guitar seems similar, but it is definitely much 
easier to play. Do I recommend that you purchase a ZerO 
Glide ?  Well, if you have problems with strings breaking at 
the nut, or if string height at the nut is too high and your 
guitar tech has trouble lowering it without buzzing, then 
maybe you should. Installation by your guitar repair person 
will set you back a few bucks, but I’ll gladly trade some 
greenbacks for easier playing. Recommendation:  Two 
thumbs up. 
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Todd 

 

   Korg Rimpitch-C Chromatic Tuner:    

Although I had to wait until the manufacturer (Korg) began 
shipping to the U.S., it was well worth the wait. I find 
the Rimpitch-C to be easy to use, accurate, and almost 
invisible. The only negative I have found is that I 
occasionally hit it with my pick on energetic upstrokes, 
popping the tuner into the inside of the guitar, but it is a 
minor nuisance. The benefits of having a tuner I can see 

Solar Tuner:  The Tascam TC-1S Solar Tuner is an interesting tuner. Shaped 
and sized like a mini-Boss TU tuner, 
I find it accurate and easy to use. 
Just the fact that I don’t have to 
worry about a battery going dead is 
worth the purchase price. And 
having it clipped to my guitar gig 
bag means I don’t have to go 
searching for a tuner while it 
charges. Another two thumbs up ! 

Outdoor Ukulele:  The polycarbonate Outdoor Ukulele is a cool instrument. 
It’s lightweight, sounds great, plays great, and it laughs at erratic humidity 
and temperature changes. With the K&K pickup installed, it’s the perfect 
gigging uke. I only wish I was able to purchase the uncolored clear version 
(the Amazing Pat Post owns one) instead of the coffee brown version that I 
own. Another definite two thumbs up ! 

Pik by PikCard:  Inexpensive, easy to use with less slippage, and a 
great sound, the Pik by PikCard is a great way to always have a pick 
at the ready. I keep a PikCard in my wallet so I’m never get caught 
without. One of the best values I’ve found. Two thumbs up ! 

Steve Clayton Acetal Guitar Pick:  My sister Wendy found my Steve Clayton on 
a San Francisco sidewalk and boy am I glad she did. This has become one of my 
favorite guitar picks. I love the sound it gives my strummed chords. It’s almost 
like it’s made of granite (that’s the way it feels to me). I love it – two thumbs up !  
Note that I have the 1.26 mm version. 

I look forward to finding new gear to review this new year of 2016. If you have any ideas, please pass 
them along. Happy New Year !  
 

Now go make some music.    
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It’s really hard to believe that Jim Croce was only 30 years old when he 
died. It’s even harder to believe that he only released five albums in his lifetime 
and two of those while he was only “dabbling” in the business. 
 

Jim Croce was born in South Philly on January 10, 1943. He graduated 
from Upper Darby High School in 1960, and from Villanova University in 1965. 
It wasn’t until he was at Villanova that he started to really think about his 
music. He played anywhere that would have him. Places like coffee houses, frat 
parties, and houses parties became a second home to him during his college 

years as he gained experience. When I write about people and experiences like these, it reminds me 
about the young musicians that come through the Frederick area. I always wonder if I might be 
hearing someone for free in the early stages of their careers, for whom I may have to buy a ticket to 
hear them years from now. 
 

In 1966, Jim married his fiancée, Ingrid, and as a wedding present, his parents gave him $500. 
The only catch was that it had to be used to produce his first record album. It was titled Facets. If 
you’re thinking, “That’s great that his parents supported his music,” you’d be wrong. They actually 
didn’t. They were hoping that the 500 copies of the album that their money financed would crash 
and burn and prove to their son that he needed to get a real job to support himself. In fact, the album 
sold out – nice job, Mom and Dad! 
 

That same year, he enlisted in the National Guard to avoid being drafted. By Jim Croce’s own 
account, he had a hard time dealing with authority and had to repeat boot camp – twice. As he put it, 
he was well prepared if there was ever a war where he had to defend the country with a mop. 
 

In 1968, Jim and Ingrid moved to New York City and recorded what would be Jim Croce’s 
second album, Jim & Ingrid Croce (how original). During the next two years they drove over 
300,000 miles promoting their album. It was during this time that they both became disillusioned 
by the music business. Jim sold all his guitars, except one, so he could pay the rent and they moved 

Pull up a Chair… Jim Croce  
by Frederick Folklorist 

Photo by Todd C Walker 
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to a small farm in Pennsylvania. He got a job driving trucks and did some construction 
work to pay the bills, but always kept writing songs. It was at this time of his life that I 

think his writing got so much better. He was meeting so many colorful people at the local bars, truck 
stops, and construction jobs that it naturally flowed into his songs.  
 

With much more confidence Jim and his wife moved back to Philadelphia to give music a 
serious try. In 1972, Jim Croce signed a three record deal with ABC Records and released two 
albums, You Don’t Mess Around with Jim and Life and Times. Those two albums contained the 
singles “You Don’t Mess Around with Jim,” “Time in a Bottle,” “Operator,” and “Bad, Bad, Leroy 
Brown.” 
 

He spent much of 1972 and 1973 traveling the country promoting the albums. He appeared on 
The Tonight Show, The Helen Reddy Show, The Dick Cavett Show, American Bandstand, and The 
Midnight Special – all in less than a year. Still, with all that traveling, he managed to record the third 
album, I Got a Name, completing the three record deal on September 14, 1973. The album contained 
the singles, “Workin’ at the Car Wash Blues,” “I’ll Have to Say I Love You in a Song” and the title 
track, “I Got a Name.” No one had any way of knowing that within a week Jim Croce would be dead.  
 

Jim had just finished a concert at Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana one 
hour earlier when his small chartered plane lifted off from the local airport. However, the plane 
never gained enough altitude and hit a pecan tree at the end of the runway and crashed, killing all 
onboard including Jim Croce and his musical partner, Maury Muehleisen. It was the only tree for 
hundreds of yards. It was later thought that the pilot had a heart attack, but no one really knows for 
sure what happened. It’s ironic that in a letter to his wife written from the road, which arrived after 
his death, Jim Croce stated his intention to quit music and stick to writing short stories and movie 
scripts as a career and to withdraw from public life. Unfortunately, he never got that chance. It 
saddens me greatly to think about the music we never heard and the stories that were never written 
when a life like Jim’s is taken so early. The fact that, in the space of less than two years he wrote the 
words and music for three albums, each with its own classics, is proof that we lost much. 
 

If your travels ever take you to San Diego and you find yourself in the Bankers Hill 
neighborhood near Balboa Park take a walk around Nutmeg and Olive streets. When you hear live 
music coming from a restaurant, stop and go inside. You might as well, since there’s live music every 
night, food for all, and enough beer to float a battle ship. You’ll be at Ingrid Croce’s place called 
Croce’s Park West, which she opened in honor of her late husband. Jim Croce’s birthday is Saturday, 
the 10th of January; he 
would have been 73. 
They’re having a big bash, 
I’m told. Tell ‘em 
Frederick Folklorist sent 
you. Happy birthday, Jim.  
 

Listen to Jim Croce 
remind us of when a dime 
bought you a phone call. 
Click here (or either of the 
Jim Croce photos) to see a 
YouTube video of Jim 
C r o c e  p e r f o r m i n g  
“Operator.” 
 

Next month 

Steve Goodman   
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Dave Koronet is a familiar face at several open mic venues in Frederick. He regularly fills in as 
the leader of the F.A.M.E. Traditional Folk Song Circle at Dublin Roasters and he also participates in 
a couple of other song circles. Dave was part of F.A.M.E.'s 4th of July show last summer, and he has 
played at the Black Ankle Winery, Great Sage, and in downtown Mount Airy in conjunction with the 
Mount Airy Arts Council, as well as at a couple of Porchfests in Hagerstown and at First Friday in 
Leesburg, Virginia. And, he has a Facebook page for his music, listed as “Eclectic Acoustic 
with Dr. Dave Koronet.” 
Dave Koronet has been singing forever. He said when he was a baby, “My parents kept my 
bassinet on top of the stereo. I picked up the guitar when I was 18, because when people would get 
together and make music, there were songs I wanted to sing that no one knew how to play. I began 
writing songs soon afterward. When I was 20, a group of friends and I made a tape of goofy songs 
and parodies for another friend going to school in California. People who heard [the tape] kept 
telling us we should do that as a band – and that turned into Howie and the Mutants, which played 
at CBGBs a few times (once billed). I sang in the band (almost everyone else in the band was a better 
guitar player than me). I was one of the primary songwriters for the band as well. I have written 
several songs since then too!” 
Dave grew up in northern New Jersey. He graduated from chiropractic school in the Chicago 
area, where he met Ellen, his future bride. The couple moved to Baltimore in 1988, and to Mount 
Airy in 1992, where Dave has a chiropractic practice. 
Besides playing guitar, Dave says he “noodles around” on a mandolin, which he has had several 
years, but until recently, he would only get the mandolin out “about once a year.” Dave said, “My 
musical tastes are all over the map – there’s a reason why I call my live performances ‘eclectic 
acoustic.’ While I'm not a fan of opera, I will listen to any music which has been created well. The 
first albums I bought were Beatles albums, and I learned to sing harmony listening to them. I 
gravitate toward singer-songwriters, such as Paul Simon, Bruce Springsteen, Shawn Phillips, and Al 

Stewart. I also enjoy playing songs with some humor.”    

“Dave Koronet is quite a guy. I remember the first time I introduced him when I was still 

hosting at the Frederick Coffee Co open mic; I accompanied him on an Al Stewart song. Dave is a 

wonderful backup when I can't lead the Song Circle.” – Tomy Wright 

Photos courtesy of Dave Koronet 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scholarships 
 

F.A.M.E., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is offering $250 

scholarships to a limited number of students. Students awarded a 

scholarship will be asked to perform at the FAME annual meeting. 

Applications are available under the “Scholarships” option on our 

website: www.frederickacoustic.org   No age limit. 

 

>>>NEW! F.A.M.E. MEMBER ADS <<< 

You can advertise FREE in this newsletter! We are accepting 

advertisements from and for F.A.M.E. members. Ads will be 

approximately business card size, such as the one below. 

Submissions are subject to editing and must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for the following month’s publication. 

Ads will run for three months and can be renewed with an 

email message. Send your ad with graphics or your business 

card to roy.greene@yahoo.com. 

Bill Bromfield Music Production Services 
Song arranging, recording, vocal processing, mixing and mastering. 
Singer and songwriter demos on CD, song files, or web links. 
Singles and albums for release on iTunes and other outlets. 
Free initial phone consultation and discounted production services for 
F.A.M.E. members. 

More information at ClockwiseRecords.com. 
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We’d like to know… (let us know and you can get a  

free raffle ticket for the Ibanez guitar raffle, page 4) 

Workshop Survey:  What kind of a workshop would YOU attend? 

In the past, we have featured workshops on song-writing, percussion in 
performance, studio recording, rhythm and strumming, just to name a few. 
What other workshops or seminars would you like F.A.M.E. to sponsor? Or, if 
you’d like to see more of the same, please let us know that, too! Please click here 
to let us know by January 31, 2016, and you can get a free raffle ticket for the 
Ibanez guitar described on page 4. (One free ticket per person.) 

Members, are you interested in taking an active role in F.A.M.E.? Here’s your chance to get involved! Below is 
a list of current committees and some functions of each. Find a committee that lines up with your interests 
and skills and contact Roy Greene for more information. 
 
A.  Membership Committee — Maintain membership roster; notify members when their 

membership renewal is due 
 
B. Events Coordinator Committee — Maintain communications with endorsed events 
 
C. Marketing and Promotion Committee — Organize/coordinate community outreach with  
 other organizations; maintain F.A.M.E. website 
     
D. Education/Workshops Committee — Plan and oversee workshops 
     
E. Scholarship Committee — Establish criteria/guidelines for scholarship awards 

F.A.M.E. Committees 
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Workshop Survey 

 A Celebration of Acoustic Music (CAM) 

Save the date: April 16, 2016; the place to be is the Jack B. 
Kussmaul Theater for F.A.M.E.’s first public concert.  
Come, see, and hear some of F.A.M.E.’s best performers. 
 

The Jack B. Kussmaul Theater is part of the Frederick 
Community College Arts Center. It is a cultural resource 
center that presents quality performances, exhibitions, 
and educational programs for FCC and the community. 
Learn more. 

@ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N7MTZ8K
mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=F.A.M.E.%20Committees
http://www.frederick.edu/community/jbk-theater.aspx
http://www.frederick.edu/arts-center/jbk-theater.aspx
http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

     Frederick Coffee Co. Christmas Show pix 
by Todd C Walker 
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Fran Tucker 

Fran Tucker 

Pat Post 

Max Honn 

Scott Barrett 

Chris McLaughlin Dave Mott 

& 

granddaughter 

Dan Mack  

Tomy Wright 

Local Yokel Vocal Band 

Brian Derek 

Mike Schirf 

John Holly Cumberland Valley Duo:  

Bob Graver  and Ronny Freitag 

Charlie Abell Harry Pritchett 

http://fredcoffeeco.com/
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Willie Barry 

Tom Kohlhepp 

Pat Post 

Tomy Wright 

Sam Biskin 

Christmas Kazoo Band: 

Chris McLaughlin Mike Schirf 

Tom Hall     Brett Barry Rick Hill     Dave Mott 

Safe Harbor 

Sam & Katherine Ott 

Max Honn Rick Hill 



 

Furnace Open Mic photos by Sam Biskin 

Epicure open mic photos courtesy of Ron Goad 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 

Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, 

MD. Every Thursday night 8 to 11:00 

pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. We are 

excited to introduce you to THE 

FURNACE BAR AND GRILL! Casually 

warm and comfortable inside, you'll be 

welcomed to our neighborly pub each time 

you enter. Enjoy the beautifully designed 

new granite bar and a menu of classic 

American pub food freshly prepared by our 

cooks. Try a craft beer with your tasty 

chicken alfredo flatbread. We welcome all 

to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat, 

great music, and a good time! 

Open Mic Photos Page 18 

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second 

and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform 

one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food, 

including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine 

and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including 

http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.epicurecafe.org/
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Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. 

Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright hosts this cozy venue with 

great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a friendly, relaxing atmos-

phere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as 

well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with usually two or three songs 

each. Percussion available upon request.       Photos this page provided by Tomy Wright. 

http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/


 

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors 
 

Rick Hill, President 

Todd C Walker, Vice President 

Sam Ott, Treasurer 

Max Honn, Secretary 

Dori Bailin 

Caryl Velisek 

Roy Greene, Newsletter Editor 

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your 
photos and stories about local acoustic 
music and musicians. Please email 
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com 
by the 15th preceding the month of publication. 
Submissions subject to editing. 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and 
traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and 

Frederick County through live music, education, and 
community outreach.  

 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general 

public about all aspects of original and traditional  
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,  

showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and 
concerts, especially through schools and youth 
organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 
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Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 639-1050 

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: 

Senior (65+) $10    Regular Membership $35    Lifetime Membership $200 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 

 

 

mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=F.A.M.E.%20Newsletter%20Item
http://frederickacoustic.org/
http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters

