Save the date, November 11, for:
Women in Music concert; see page 7.
Inside this issue:
From the President

2

Open Mics

3

Songwriters’ Open Stage

4

BA Songwriters’ Showcase

5

Traditional Folk Song Circle

6

Women in Music concert

7

Gear of the Month

8

Pull up a Chair

10

Member ads

12

FAME Annual Picnic pics

14

Open Mic Photos

15

Board of Directors

18

F.A.M.E. Goals

18

Membership Renewal/App

18

This street
sign was
spotted in
southwest
Ohio, about
10 miles
from the
corner of
Grinn and
Barrett.
Photo by
Roy Greene

October 2017

Open Mics (and Stage) alive and well

Dave Koronet attends, performs at, and
hosts open mics. Photo courtesy of Dave Koronet.

Page 2

From the President

It is frustrating to hear about small venues that
want to provide live music but they can’t because they
have to pay a license fee. For a small business that is
barely making ends meet, it’s hard to justify squeezing
out another few hundred dollars per year in the hopes
that, somewhere down the line, having music will pay
off. Not many business owners are willing to take that
risk.
I know that, in theory, a songwriter should be
paid each time his/her song is performed. Plumbers
get paid when their talents are used. Electricians,
carpenters, secretaries, etc. all get paid when their
skills are used. Or do they? How about when they do a
little work on the side for a neighbor or a friend? How
about when they donate their work to a group like
Habitat for Humanity? Or, when they go to a stormravaged area and help rebuild? Yes, they are
controlling what they do and when they do it and for
whom they do it. Certainly the “big” songwriters could
do the same.

I don’t know the answer to the problem. I do
know that it’s nice when local musicians who are not
big names have a place where they can hone their
craft. It’s nice when communities have places where
they can hear their friends and neighbors play. It’s
nice when musicians and small cafes, restaurants, and
bars can work together to create a music scene that will benefit everyone.
“Music is everyone’s possession, it’s only publishers who think they own it.” – John
Lennon
Peace,
Rick Hill

Open Mics
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Reid’s Winery Tasting Room and Cider House Café,
400 Baltimore St, Gettysburg, PA. Open Mic and Jam.
Every Sunday, 2-5 pm. Frank Davis, Bobby Flurie,
hosts.
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA.
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase. Second, fourth,
and fifth Wednesdays at 8 p.m. Ron Goad, host.
October 11 and 25
JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street,
Woodsboro, MD 21798. Second and fourth Thursdays,
7:30-10 p.m. Sam Biskin, host.
October 12 and 26

Sky Stage, 59 South Carroll Street, Frederick, MD.
Frederick’s only open air open mic! This is a welcoming environment for you to collaborate, build your
skills, and get to know other local artists. Rick Hill,
host.
Friday, October 13, 7-9 p.m.
UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road,
Frederick, MD. BYOB. Roy Greene, Brad Calhoun,
hosts.
Saturday, October 14, 7-9:30 p.m.
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W.
Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday 7-9
p.m. Tomy Wright, host. October 19
Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick,
MD. Fourth Sunday, 1-3 p.m. Sam Ott, Dave Koronet,
Max Honn, and Todd C Walker, alternating hosts.
October 22
More open mic details and photos on pages 15 thru 17.
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Photo from Todd’s
Reverb Nation Web site.

Brewer’s Alley
Monday Songwriters’ Showcase
Jeff Miller
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Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
October 9 — Show begins at 7:15 pm — October 9
Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick, Maryland, second Monday evenings from 7:15 until 10 pm, or so.
There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured artists. Come out
and support LIVE ORIGINAL music.
If you would like a calendar for 2017, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net). For information about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad: MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod
Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker: todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on featuring (the 45-minute money spot), contact Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net.

Jeff Miller
Jeff Miller knew early on that music was in his blood. He started violin at five years old, and by
eight was showing a serious aptitude for music. It wasn’t until fourteen, however, that he found his
true calling – guitar. At that early age he pawned his videogames, went down to the local music store
and bought a used Kramer guitar. Soon after he added his first acoustic guitar – an Alvarez – to his
collection. There was no looking back.
Jeff’s aptitude continued to grow throughout high school, where he produced and recorded his
first album with a group of friends. Later, Jeff would attend his first Phil Keaggy show. Legendary
among guitarists, Keaggy’s unique approach to the acoustic
guitar had a strong influence on young Jeff. This influence
resulted in his long-standing affection for combining live
performance with cutting edge technology. The result was
Jeff’s innovative live-looping technique.
So what is live-looping? Basically, it’s a process by
which a player can record a musical phrase live, in front of
an audience, and immediately play it back in repetition.
While this phrase continues to repeat, the player can record
another loop to layer over the original. This process can be
repeated multiple times, creating dense, layered compositions mimicking the sound of multiple musicians and backing vocalists. Jeff, over the years, has adopted this technique into his core style, adding the elements of songwriting and expression alongside the technical prowess required.

Piano prelude
Three Songs
Poetry
Host

Joshua Rich
Ron Nicodemus, TBD
Rod Deacey, John Holly
Todd C Walker
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Traditional Folk Song Circle
by Tomy Wright

Dublin Roasters has been our gracious host for five years!
1780 N. Market Street, Frederick
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m.

Tomy Wright, host

Photos by Charles Pierre
We morphed into an oval configuration closer to the front window as 17 attendees gathered
for our September 9th Tradition Folk Song Circle (TFSC) at Dublin Roasters. We sang thirty songs,
one more than last month, with again nine previously unsung four months running from fifteen categories of the thirty-five from the Sing Out! Publication, Rise Up Singing: The Group Singing Songbook (RUS).
The amazingly enthusiastic ensemble surpassed our intermediate milestone of 625 songs
sung, putting us at 630 of the 1,200 songs from RUS. Almost gleeful with her additional
“Unfortunate Death and Dying” song accounting duties, Dori Bailin updated this month’s tally with
10 plus “lots”* going to the great beyond: two in “Grandfather’s Clock,” three in “Nova Scotia Farewell,” five in the “Irish Ballad,” and lots in what has become one of our new-found favorite singalongs, “Run, Come See Jerusalem,” led as only our own “New Song Skipper and Swashbuckler
(NS3)” Bill Adams can do.
In attendance: Bill Adams (NS3, with three new songs), Dori Bailin (F.A.M.E. Board member,
Song Recorder, and attendance tracker), Margie Barber, John Cooper (one new song), MaryLou Davis (one new song), Mary Ann Gearinger, Dave Koronet (F.A.M.E. Board member and
Alternate host), Ellen Koronet, Gloria McCracken (three new songs), Mike Sodas (Librarian,
one new song), Sam Staton, Robin Turner, George Waxter, Beth Wilks, (new participant),
host Tomy Wright (one new song). New participants Beth and Debbie Joyously sang and sat “in
the balcony” – outside our oval. F.A.M.E. President, Rick Hill, and Song Researcher, Caryl Velisek, were away this month.
We remain flexible and thankful on how we arrange ourselves at Dublin Roasters accommodating
our gracious host Serena Roy and her other customers. Our next milestone is 650 by December and
do we dare set 700 as a goal by February’s Sixth Anniversary? Yes!
* Recognized TFSC accounting term of “lots” credited to Dori.

Song Circle at Homewood
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The song circle at Homewood is attracting more and more residents. Tom Kohlhepp
and F.A.M.E. President, Rick Hill, lead the group in this September 2017 photo.

Women of Music concert

Presented by Tom Kohlhepp

Covering the strong women of music such as:
Carol King - Helen Reddy - Cindy Lauper - Joni Mitchell - Joan Baez
Indigo Girls - Mary Chapin Carpenter - Patti Griffin and others
When:
Where:

Saturday 11 November 8:00pm
Performing Arts Factory/Other Voices Theater
244 South Jefferson Street, Frederick, Maryland

Cost:

$25 General Public

$20 F.A.M.E./Seniors
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Gear of the Month
by Todd C Walker

Hygrometer Update & Chicken Picks
Last month I discussed the use of a hygrometer that reads the percentage
of moisture in the air, and why it is important for both you and your wooden instrument.
If you'll remember, I showed a photo of my trusty spring hygrometer that I purchased from
Stew-Mac.com many years ago, and my recently purchased Acu-Rite digital hygrometer. You may
also recall that the readings were slightly different and of my plan to purchase several other hygrometers to test accuracy. That is exactly what I did. I purchased four small round digital gauges from
Firero Home via Amazon - $2.39 each + $1.00 shipping.

Honestly, I didn't expect much due to the low cost, but I must admit that all four are consistent in their readings (from one to the other). Unfortunately, they read 5-6 percentage points
higher than the Acu-Rite and about 5% lower than my old trusty spring hygrometer. Aaarggh! Which
is the most accurate? I have no idea. But, since they all tell me that the relative humidity level in my
house is within the recommended range for healthy wooden instruments, I'm happy.
At the extremely reasonable price of the Firero Home gauges, you could purchase enough to
put one inside each one of your instrument cases. I also suggest purchasing a hygrometer that
mounts on the wall so you can do a quick check without having to open cases.

Note that we are quickly entering the heating season when proper relative humid- Page 9
ity levels are more difficult to control. I highly suggest spending a few dollars to purchase a hygrometer (or two, or three) so you can be sure your home is a healthy place for your guitars, ukuleles, violins and you. And while you're purchasing those hygrometers, purchase some sort
of humidifier if you don't already have one (or two).

Chicken Picks. Photos for this article courtesy of Todd C Walker.
Now let's talk guitars picks. Again?? Yes, again, and more specifically ChickenPicks. The
brainchild of Eppo Franken, a young guitar player from the Netherlands, ChickenPicks were the result of Eppo searching for a way to improve the tone of his guitar. After much trial & error trying different materials, he discovering that thermosetting plastic worked best. So in 1984 he began manufacturing thermosetting plastic picks with a beveled edge for himself and a few friends. In 2010 he
and his wife decided to offer his designs to the masses and ChickenPicks was born. The name ChickenPicks came about because of Eppo's love of Country music.
At first, all picks were handmade, but orders piled up so quickly he had a special mold fabricated so that the picks could be made in large numbers. Although now mass-produced in molds under heat and pressure, all picks are hand-finished.
Intrigued by the name ChickenPicks, and after watching the demo video, I decided to purchase
the Tryout Set of three picks (regular 2.6 mm, light 2.2 mm, and shredder 3.5 mm) for $19.95
(shipped from the Netherlands). Unfortunately, the
picks haven't arrived in time for my personal demo, so I
will write an update for the November issue.
If you would like to check them out before then, go to
www.chickenpicks.com.
Thalia Wooden Pick Update: The wooden guitar
picks from Thalia work well, but after much going back
and forth, I have discovered that, for my style of playing,
the Gravity and V-Picks suit me better. There are other
brands of wooden guitar picks, and even a couple companies that produce guitar picks made from aggregate
(stone) so there is more testing to be done. Stay tuned.
Now go make some music.

Todd

The TryOut set of Chicken Picks includes
three picks: regular 2.6 mm, light 2.2 mm,
and shredder 3.6 mm.
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Pull up a Chair…
Carole King by Frederick Folklorist

Carole King, who was born
Carol Joan Klein, came into the
world on February 9, 1942, in
Brooklyn, New York. Her mother
taught her to play the piano by setting her on phone books so she
could reach the keyboard when Photo by Todd C Walker
she was only four years old. By the
time she was in her early teens, she was a polished songwriter and performer around town. That was when
she changed her last name to King. At Queens College in
New York, she met Paul Simon, Gerry Goffin, and Neil
Sedaka. By the way Sedaka not only dated Carole King,
but wrote the song “Oh Carole” about her. She married
Goffin after a quick romance, and shortly after that
dropped out of college to get married and have her first
child when she was only 19.
In 1961, she and Gerry got jobs as song writers at the
famous Brill Building were they wrote “Up on the Roof”
for the Drifters, “Take Good Care Of My Baby” for Bobby
Vee, “Pleasant Valley Sunday” for the Monkees, “I’m Into
Something Good” later covered by Herman’s Hermits,
and “The Loco-Motion” for Little Eva, who, funny
enough, was actually their babysitter. By 1968 however,
Carole King and Gerry Goffin were divorced and Carole
packed up the kids and moved to Laurel Canyon in Los
Angeles. It was at this time in her life that everything
Carole, age 4, courtesy of Carole King Family Archives. started to come together. If you read my article about
Laurel Canyon you’ll understand why. Carole would start
hanging around with “the neighbors” James Taylor, Joni
Mitchell, Steven Stills, and others. And then in 1971, it happened.
I guess all of us have a couple of albums that we remember growing up as kids having a great impact on us. For
me there were several, but the first one that comes to mind
was Carole King’s Tapestry. which came out in 1971.
Carole King had always been known as a great song
writer – for other people. This was the first album where she
took back some of the songs that she had written that other
performers had made famous. Basically, she was telling the
public “Hey, remember these songs that you loved, well guess
what, I WROTE THEM.” Songs like, “You Make Me Feel
Like a Natural Women,” made famous by Aretha Franklin.
“Will You Love Me Tomorrow,” made famous by The
Shirelles and, of course, “You’ve Got a Friend,” made famous
by James Taylor. Then you throw in some of her later songs,
album cover image courtesy of Stuff
like “I Feel the Earth Move” and “It’s Too Late” and it’s no Tapestry
Nobody Cares About (a not so random collection
wonder that Carole King won four Grammys for Tapestry, of observations about things you should care
including Album of the Year for 1972. The album stayed on about).

the charts for six years, which was longer than any other album in history until Michael Page 11
Jackson’s Thriller came along.
The 70s would see six Carole King albums reach the Top 10 in sales. The 80s and 90s would
see Carole do a lot of touring and, strangely enough, a lot of movies/TV appearances. The Mary Tyler Moore Show, Murphy’s Romance, The Tracey Ullman Show, and even later, several episodes of
The Gilmore Girls.
In 2007, Carole King and James Taylor recorded the album Live at the Troubadour to mark the
club’s 50th anniversary and later spun that off into a worldwide tour in 2010. PBS recorded the 2007
show and if you ever see it on PBS pledge drive reruns, it’s definitely worth checking out. The album
would reach #4 on the US Billboard chart and confirmed Carole King’s lasting power in the world of
music. That lasting power can even be seen on the stage today. The Tony®, Grammy®, and Oliver
Award-winning show, Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, covering her life and career, debuted in
2013, is still showing on Broadway in New York City and is now performing in cities across the U.S.
During her lengthy career,
Carole King has written over 400
songs that have been recorded by
over 1000 artists. Let me break the
math down for you. That means if
you write one new song every
month after 33 straight years you
still wouldn’t have 400 songs.
When a reporter asked her if she
could give advice to her younger self
what would she say, Carole simply
said, “You’re going to have a very
rich and wonderful life,” spoken
with no regrets or remorse. We all
should be so lucky.
Listen now to lifelong friends
Carole King and James Taylor perform “You’ve Got a Friend” at the
Troubadour.
Next month - Janis Ian
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>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS <<<

F.A.M.E. Member ads
do not cost a dime

201701

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty? Both in and out
of the music world? On these pages, you can post your
business card and connect with other members and their
specialties. They are posted here, free for members. Ads will
run indefinitely, until you tell me otherwise. Send business
card image to roy.greene@yahoo.com.
Ads will run indefinitely (this is new this year).
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F.A.M.E. 2017 Annual Picnic Pics

About 30 people attended the 2017 annual picnic at Ed and Dorothea’s home in
Woodsboro the afternoon of September 17. Ed cooked up some scrumptious beef brisket,
chicken, home-fried potato chips, corn on the cob, grilled vegetables, and some tasty
grilled tofu. Amy and Mike Frevert provided the music. With Mike on percussion and
Amy on ukulele and vocals, they gave us tunes such as “Dream a Little Dream of Me,”
“They Can’t Take That Away,” “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” “Blue Skies,” “Wish I had a Penciledin Moustache,” “My Echo, My Shadow, and Me,” “Oh, Darlin’,” and many others. The requisite annual business meeting also took place, complete with a treasurer’s report and a
synopsis of F.A.M.E. sponsored concerts, lecture series, and programs. Putting ukulele’s
in fifth grade music classrooms in Frederick County Public Schools is one of the things on
the table now. Many thanks to Ed and Dorothea for hosting the annual picnic!

Open Mics: Photos and Details
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Ron Goad
The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform
one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food, including
appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine and beer.
Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including wonderful musical
acts, local art exhibitions, open mics, poetry readings, comedy, and now — storytelling! And, a
hookah!

Dan Kenny
Brad Calhoun
John Grasdorf

Dave Koronet
Roy Greene

The UUCF Coffeehouse 4880 Elmer Derr Road, Frederick, MD. 7 - 9:30 pm. This is a
great opportunity to share your talents with an appreciative crowd! Everyone gets a chance to do two
or three pieces and if there's time at the end, one or two more. Come, sign up, and perform. If you
aren't up to taking the stage, every performer LOVES an audience!
Bring dinner, a snack, to share or not, BYOB. This event is free, but donations are
gratefully accepted. For more information, email UUCFCoffeehouse@gmail.com or
check out our Facebook page www.facebook.com/ UUCFCoffeehouse

Dave Mott

Bill Hall, Robert Perriera

John DuRant

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street, Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and
third Thursdays, 7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host.
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Dennis Duffy

Dave Koronet

Mike Schirf

Joe H.

Tom Bockoven

Rory

Safe Harbor

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD.
Fourth Sundays, 1-3 pm, Dave Koronet, Max Honn, Todd
C Walker, and Sam and Katherine Ott, alternating hosts.
“At Dublin Roasters, we hand-roast every bean for the
perfect flavor. We feature organic and fair-trade products, as well as special blends and flavored coffees.”
Photos courtesy of Wispy Mop Music

Libby G.
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Left to right, Tom Musselman, Rick Hill, Lisa Mortensen, Chris Schliefert,
Tomy “One M” Wright, Doug Rosner, and Max Honn.
Photo courtesy of Karen Fetters.
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Brunswick,
MD. Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright hosts this

cozy venue with great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a
friendly, relaxing atmosphere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws
performers from both groups, as well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served
sign-up list with usually two or three songs each. Percussion available upon request. Photos by Tomy “One M” Wright.

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors
Rick Hill, President
Sam Ott, Treasurer
Max Honn, Secretary
Katherine Ott, Membership
Dori Bailin, Organizer
Roy Greene, Newsletter
Caryl Velisek, Publicity
Dave Koronet, Facebook

F.A.M.E. Goals:
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• To

nurture, promote, and preserve
original and traditional acoustic music of all genres in
Frederick and Frederick County through live music,
education, and community outreach.

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your
photos and stories about local acoustic
music and musicians. Please email
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com
by the 15th preceding the month of publication.
Submissions subject to editing.

• To educate aspiring musicians and the general
public about all aspects of original and traditional
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,
showcases, and concerts.
• To reach out to the community via workshops and

concerts, especially through schools and youth
organizations and the setting up of mentoring
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians.

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past
newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org.
Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10
Senior (65+) $10

Family (up to 4) $60

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31
Name: __________________________________________

Lifetime Membership $495
Membership Level:
______________________

Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________
Phone: __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed:
$ ___________ . OO
Date: __________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755
Questions: (301) 788-3066
All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge.
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost.

