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F.A.M.E.’s DEBUT CONCERT EVENT: 
CELEBRATION OF ACOUSTIC MUSIC 

April 16 at FCC, details on page 3  
March 2016 

In the Spotlight…Margie Barber 
       by Roy Greene 

               “I am grateful for 
F.A.M.E.  It’s important 
to do all we can to 
promote and preserve 
great music. I find 
myself increasingly 
gravitating towards 
music from the distant 
past. Certainly there are 
many great musicians 
performing today, but for 
the most part, I like the 
older songs. I enjoy music 
the most when I’m at Song 
Circle, singing with the 
o t h e r  a t t e n d e e s , 
accompanied by a number 
of talented musicians.” 

— Margie Barber  

Story on page 16. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Keep listening, keep playing, keep living! 

Cover photo by Roy Greene 

Peace, 

Rick Hill 

From the President Page 2 

Photo and image below courtesy of Rick Hill 

 I was singing for a group of folks at a retirement home in Virginia.  This has become a 

monthly event and I am now into my fifth year.  A woman was sitting with her father – she was sing-

ing along with almost every song, her father, on the other hand, did not seem to be aware of what 

was going on.  She came up to me afterward and told me how much she appreciated what I was do-

ing and how much it meant to her father.  She said that music had been a part of his life ever since he 

was a child.  She said that she could tell that the music I was singing was touching something deep 

inside him and it brought joy to him and to her.  I have been told that music is one of the last areas to 

go with Alzheimer’s patients. 

There is something much deeper and more mysterious about music than most of us com-

prehend.  I think that is important for us to remember, especially those of us who are perform-

ers.  Our songs have the ability to seek out and unlock memories and feelings of the past.  To be able 

to stand up in front of people and share those very intimate moments is a great honor and a great 

privilege.  We sometimes think that because we are not performing in front of a stadium of fans that 

what we do doesn’t really matter.  It does.  Every person who hears us has the potential for making a 

real connection with something important.  That’s a pretty good reason for always giving our 

best performance. 
 

http://www.ricksfolk.com/photos/
http://www.ricksfolk.com/photos/


 

   A Celebration of Acoustic Music (CAM) 

What:     F.A.M.E.’s first public concert 
A Celebration of Acoustic Music 

When:    Saturday April 16, 2016 7-9 p.m. 
Where:    Jack B. Kussmaul Theater at FCC 
 

      Scott Barrett  Brian Derek 
      John DuRant  Pete Looney 
      Jim Moon   Mike Schirf 
Cost: $5 
 
      

This is a variety show of acoustic music representing 
 some of the amazing musical talent in Frederick County  
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Who’s performing:  

http://www.frederick.edu/arts-center/jbk-theater.aspx
http://www.frederick.edu/
http://www.frederick.edu/
http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

 

LOADED IBANEZ GUITAR UP FOR GRABS (almost) 

IBANEZ Acoustic Electric Guitar 

R a f f l e  

INCLUDES: 

● Fishman Isys+ pre-amp 

with built-in tuner 

● Fender custom gig bag 

● Professionally set up 

● New owner custom follow-

on set-up 

● Extra set of Martin strings 

● Custom Strap 

● A-frame guitar stand 

Drawing will take place April 16, 2016 at the 
F.A.M.E. 

Celebration of Acoustic 

Music show*  
Jack B. Kussmaul Theater 

Frederick Community College 
7932 Opossumtown Pike 

Frederick, MD 21702 
          * You do not need to be present to win 

Grab your tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5 

Proceeds benefit the F.A.M.E. 

Scholarship Fund 
Email requests for tickets to 

roy.greene@yahoo.com 
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More details and open mic photos on pages 20 and 21. 

Open Mics Page 5 

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. 
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase: Second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm. 
Ron Goad, host. 

Scholarships 
 

F.A.M.E., a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is offering $250 

scholarships to a limited number of students. Students awarded a 

scholarship will be asked to perform at the FAME annual meeting. 

Applications are available under the “Scholarships” option 

on our website: www.frederickacoustic.org 

No age limit. 

 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace 
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Second and fourth Thursday 
evenings, 8 to 11:00 pm. Feb. 11th and 25th.  
Sam Biskin, host. 

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. 

Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday 

of each month 7-9 pm, Tomy Wright, host. 

UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road, 
Frederick, MD. Saturday, March 26, 7—9:30 pm. 
Roy Greene and Brad Calhoun, hosts.  

http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.frederickacoustic.org
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.frederickuu.org/home/index.php


 

Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market 
Street, Frederick, MD 

Shows begin at 7:15 pm 
ONE Showcase per month for 2016 

 

Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown 
Frederick, Maryland, on the second Monday each month from 7:15 pm 
until 10:15 pm, or so. The singer-songwriters you will hear are a mix of 
national and regional touring performers with many award-winners 
from all genres. The featured songwriter for the evening plays for 
around 45 minutes; a number of other songwriters make cameo 
appearances singing three songs. Every show also includes a piano 
prelude to start the evening. Our two resident poets read two poems 

each somewhere in the program, so it’s impossible to get bored – it’s an acoustic variety show. 

There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured songwriter. Come out and 
support LIVE ORIGINAL music.  

If you would like a calendar for 2016, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net ). For information 
about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad: MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: 
roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker: todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on featuring (the 45-
minute money spot), contact Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net. 

Monday Songwriters’ Showcase 

           Featured Artist  T. Edwin Doss 
        Piano Prelude   Peter Roebuck 
    3 Songs    Mike Kelly, Pete Farnham  
    Poetry    Rod Deacey, John Holly 

 

Sunday Songwriters’ Songfest 

Frederick Coffee Co, 100 N. 
East Street, Frederick, MD, 4 
pm  Todd C Walker, host. 

Welcome to an afternoon of 
local, regional, and sometimes 
national talent. Songwriters 
perform 30- to 40-minute sets 
and are not paid. 

Please tip generously. 

   Ian Otto Collins    

March 6    Chris Titchner 
   Todd C Walker 

   Kelly Hoppenjans 

March 20   Mike Ryan 
   Steve Warner 
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March 14   

http://www.brewers-alley.com/
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
mailto:todd@toddcwalker.com
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
http://www.brewers-alley.com/
http://www.tedwindoss.com/
http://pianomanpeter.com/index.php
http://www.michaelkellytunes.com/
http://www.michaelkellytunes.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyzXUp0JXAk
http://www.fredcoffeeco.com/
http://www.fredcoffeeco.com/


 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 
by Tomy Wright 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 

START TIME IS 1 PM  

Thirty-three folks attended the February 13th song circle held at Dublin Roasters, of which, 
thirteen were new.  We sang 24 songs covering 13 of the 35 categories in the Rise Up Singing (RUS) 
songbook. We acknowledged Valentine's Day was Sunday and sang three songs in the "Love" 
category, but wouldn't you know it, we sang five songs from "Hard Times and the 
Blues."  Hmmm.  We also sang four previously unsung 
songs by the group:  "By the Light of the Silvery 
Moon," "Sur le Pont d'Avignon," and "This 
Train."  We're at 503 songs, or 41% of the songs, in the 
RUS songbook.  We celebrated the Song Circle’s 4th 
Anniversary with cake and all manner of ice cream 
(thanks to Dori!). And, our continuing gratitude to 
Serina Roy, our gracious host of four years and owner 
of Dublin Roasters and Community Center! ;-) 

In attendance: Dori Bailin (Recorder), Margie 
Barber, George Carroll, Barbra Collins, John 
Cooper, Marianna Erickson, Mary Ann 
Gearinger, Craig Gillespie, James Gillespie, 
Marilyn Gillespie, Roy Greene, Rick Hill (President), Gloria McCracken, Jay Odom, 
Charles Pierre, Mike Sodos, Jennifer Stanko, Marcy Turner, Robin Turner, Caryl 
Velisek (Song researcher), Tomy Wright (host), and new friends: Bill Adams, Laurel Carey, 
Mavis Croner, Bob Dayle, Ernest Heller, Theresa Heller, Eileen Hickley, Jay King, 
Chris Luecke, Sally Lyons, Tyler Nivens, and Irene Stephen!  Looking forward to Dave 

Koronet, alternate host and F.A.M.E. Facebook manager, returning in March.      
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The Songs We Sing by Caryl Velisek 

   Despite the bitter cold, we had a large group for the February 2016 Song 
Circle at Dublin Roasters. It started at our new time, 1:00 p.m., with our old standby, 
“You Are My Sunshine.” 

   And then we sang Stevie Wonder’s award-winning “I Just Called To Say I 
Love You,” which we’ve sung at least five times before, according to my notes. The 

song was written, produced and performed by 
Wonder and was one of his most commercially 
successful singles. It was featured in the 1984 
comedy, The Woman in Red and scored number one 
on the Billboard Hot 100 for three weeks in October 
1984. It was also his tenth number-one on the R&B 
chart and fourth on the adult contemporary chart. 
The song was also Stevie’s only solo UK number one 
success, becoming Motown Record’s biggest selling 
single in the UK. It won a Golden Globe and an 
Academy Award for Best Original Song and won 
three nominations at the 27th Grammy Awards for 
Best Male Pop Vocal Performance, Song of the Year, 
and Best Pop Instrumental Performance. 

The next song we sang, “Angel From 
Montgomery,” was a first-time for our group. It was written by John Prine, who said he wrote it after 
a friend suggested he should write another song about “old people.” Prine said he felt he had said 
everything he wanted to about seniors in a previous song, “Hello In There,” but he was intrigued by 
the idea of a middle-aged woman who feels older than she is, who wants an angel to take her away 
from her life, her house, her husband, all her chores. Prine also said he was probably drawn to 
Montgomery as the song’s setting by the fact he is a fan of Hank Williams, who had ties to that city. It 
has been recorded by the likes of Carly Simon, Tanya Tucker, James Taylor, and many others, also. 

We sang the Ringo Starr song, “Octopuses Garden,” which we have sung only once before. 
This is one of the songs Ringo wrote for The Beatles. He said he got the idea when he went on a 
boating trip with his family in Sardinia. He was offered an octopus lunch by the boat’s captain, which 
he turned down. The captain, then told him everything he knew about octopuses (I always thought it 
should be ‘octopi) and how they travel along the sea bed looking for shiny objects and stones to build 
gardens with. Ringo said he thought about how tranquil it would be to live there amongst your 
friends in calm waters, which was just the opposite of the chaos and conflict he was going through at 
the time with The Beatles, and he wrote the song. Just a note: this is one of the most kid-friendly 
Beatles songs and Ringo’s voice is very 
appealing to kids. 

  Who would have thought the folk 
rock song, “Rocky Mountain High,” by 
John Denver and Mike Taylor, would be 
considered “controversial” at one time? It’s 
one of two state songs of Colorado and was 
recorded by Denver in 1972, going on to be 
#9 on the US Hot 100 in 1973. It also made 
#3 on the Easy Listening Chart. Members 
of the Western Writers of America chose it 
to be one of the Top 100 Western Songs of 
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Image provided by Official Orange under fair use provisions 

Image provided by Flickr.com under fair use provisions 

http://www.officialorange.com/blog/images/preview/Rocky_Mountain_High_preview.jpg
http://www.officialorange.com/
http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3012/3576917820_d8bdd80087.jpg
https://www.flickr.com/


 

all time, also. Denver said he was inspired to write it by his move to Aspen, Colorado and 
his love for the state. The song became briefly controversial when the U.S. Federal 
Communications Commission was permitted by a legal ruling, to censor music deemed to promote 
drug abuse. A number of radio stations cautiously banned the song until Denver publicly explained 
that “high” was his innocent description of the sense of peace he found in the Rockies. The song was 
also performed, in 2005, at the NBA all-star game in Denver. Note: Snowmass ski resort, near 
Aspen, named a run, Rocky Mountain 
High, in honor of Denver. 

I’m from Ohio, so I have to write 
about “Banks of the Ohio.” Although, the 
Ohio River runs along the southern 
border of the state and I lived ‘way up 
north along the banks of Lake Erie 
(where I first learned to swim). This 
song, however is not written extolling the 
beautiful Ohio River (there is another 
song, “Beautiful Ohio,” that does that). 
Actually, it’s a “murder ballad,” in which 
Willie invites his young lover for a walk 
along the river bank. She rejects his 
marriage proposal and, once they are 
alone on the river bank, he murders the 
young woman. The song is also known as 
“Down on the Banks of the Ohio.” It is 
superficially similar to other murder 
ballads but it differs significantly in the 
narrative as the killer explains why he 
killed his love, and spends much of the 
song expressing his sorrow and regret. 
Musically, it also is distinguished by a 
long refrain which calmly reflects the love and the hopes for the future which he felt before the 
murder. 

We sang and played a number of songs we’ve done before and I’ve written about before, 
including “Goodnight Irene,” “Ripple,” “Annie’s Song,” “If I Had A Hammer,” “City of New Orleans,” 
and “Long Black Veil.” 

I hope, like me, you find these “song stories” 
fascinating, amusing, and interesting, too. 

See you next month.    

Image provided by eil.com under fair use provisions 
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Comfortable Concerts Coming Up 

Apr 2 Darren Woodlief    https://soundcloud.com/darren-woodlief  

Apr 22  Neely   www.neelymusic.com  

May 13 Anthony Snape  www.anthonysnape.com  

Comfortable Concerts 
 March 13 *SUNDAY*      Eric Taylor www.bluerubymusic.com  

Influential Songwriter and Guitarist Graces the Stage at Comfortable Concerts  
 
Eric Taylor has influenced many musicians with his impeccable finger style guitar picking. The 
likes of Guy Clark, Townes Van Zandt, Robert Earl Keen, Steve Earle, Lyle Lovett, and Nanci Griffith 
have been in awe and inspired by Eric's guitar style. 
 
Eric grew up in Atlanta, heavily 
influenced by the soul music of the 
black south.  He settled in Houston, 
TX and studied the blues guitar 
stylings of Lightin' Hopkins, Mance 
Lipscomb and Mississippi Fed 
McDowell. 
 
His lyrics tell visual stories of life 
and relationships.  Just listen, he is an 
excellent storyteller.  
His songs have been performed by 
Lyle Lovett and Nanci Griffith. 
 
In the late 70s, after garnering 
notoriety from the Kerrville Folk 
Festival then going on a 14 year hiatus, 
he headlined the "Newport Folk 
Festival", played NPR's "Mountain 
Stage" and appeared on "Austin City Limits"  and "Late Night with David Letterman". 
 
Eric performs in popular venues and festivals around the US and Europe. Not only does he 
perform his music, but teaches his craft in various songwriting workshops in England, Wales, and 
the US.  
 

Join me in welcoming this highly talented and gifted musician. 
 

Date: SUNDAY, March 13 
Doors open:  3:30pm 

Location: Damascus/Gaithersburg (address given upon RSVP) 
RSVP: March 11 (Robin)  kmarkle6@hotmail.com (refer to FAME newsletter) 

Suggested Donation:  $15-$20/person 
Plenty of food and beverages provided. 

Eric Taylor with Python, 2006, Italy  
Photo courtesy of www.bluerubymusic.com 
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Hill Chapel Concerts Coming Up 
 

March 3rd 

Robin Bullock – Classical guitar/mandolin 
http://www.robinbullock.com/ 

Born in 1964 in Washington DC, Robin began playing guitar at 
age seven, initially inspired by Doc and Merle Watson, Norman 
Blake and John Fahey. Robin's apprenticeship years were spent 
at fiddlers’ conventions, bluegrass festivals, and Irish seisuns, 
mastering the subtleties of a half-dozen instruments. 

Robin Bullock photo by Paul Schraub 

Hill Chapel Concert Hall & Venue 

March 17th 
Céol Anam Cara – Irish/Celtic 

http://www.ceolanamcara.com/index.html  
FB - https://www.facebook.com/ceolanamcara/ 

Céol Anam Cara has a passion for the 
traditional folk music of Ireland and the 
British Isles with the playing of lively dance 
music and jaunty jigs, pulsating polkas, 
rousing reels, and an occasional sweet air.   

Photo  courtesy of  Céol Anam Cara 

 Doors open 7 pm 
Shows run from 7:30 to 9:30 pm 

 

For more information, please call 

the Hill Chapel at 301-882-7172 

Concerts are held at Hill Chapel Concert Hall 

6 East Main Street, New Market, MD 
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March 31st 

One Blue Night — Americana, Country, & Folk Music 
showcasing sweet vocal harmonies and dynamic instrumental work 

Jason Hannan plays rhythm and lead guitar, and occasionally provides 
some mandolin picking. Jason is married to One Blue Night lead singer 
Michelle Hannan, and has 2 kids, Katie and Danny. 
Michelle Hannan provides occasional rhythm guitar, strong lead and 
harmony vocals, and also handles much of the vocal arranging. 
Mark Baker is an accomplished player of the Great Highland Bagpipe. 
Mark handles the dobro and also provides tasteful lead and harmony vocals. 
Will Meadors, from Braddock Heights, MD, handles bass duties. He 
brings years of experience from multiple genres of music and plays pretty 
much anything with strings on it, as well as percussion. Will also brings 
distinctive lead and harmony vocals to One Blue Night. 

Image courtesy of One Blue Night 

http://www.robinbullock.com/
http://www.robinbullock.com/photos.htm
http://www.robinbullock.com/
http://www.ceolanamcara.com/index.html
http://www.ceolanamcara.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/ceolanamcara/
http://www.ceolanamcara.com/index.html
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.onebluenight.com/
http://www.onebluenight.com/


 

As many of you know, I am a dealer/installer for K & K Sound, manufac-
turer of the Pure Western Mini acoustic guitar pickup system. Although I pri-
marily use & install the Mini, K & K has an entire line of pickups and mics for 
most stringed musical instruments. If interested, you can check out their entire 
line at www.kksound.com. 

Researching ideas for this month’s Gear article, I decided to review 
four acoustic guitar pickup systems, all of which advertise that they accurately 
reproduce a guitar’s organic acoustic voice. So let’s look at the following: 

K & K Pure Western Mini – The Pure Western 
Mini is a simple passive pickup system that requires 
no battery. It is easy to install (for me at least) and 
incredibly simple to use. Economical too (average 
purchase/install price of $125). I find the Mini to 
be a wonderful pickup system for reproducing 
the natural sound of a guitar. The pickup con-
sists of an end-pin, which is attached to three 
small piezo transducers that are Super Glue’d 
to the bridge-plate, directly underneath the 
saddle. The transducers pick up the vibra-
tion of the guitar’s top and strings. Ampli-
fied sound is similar to a mic’d sound. 
Other than enlarging the strap pin hole for 
the end-pin, no other alteration to the in-
strument is made. I have installed a Pure 
Western Mini in all my performance guitars except one*. 

L.R. Baggs iBeam – The iBeam came out in answer to K & K’s Pure Western Mini system. It con-
sists of a plastic-housed pickup that sticks to the bridge-plate (peel & stick) directly underneath the 
saddle. Instead of three individual transducers like the K & K, it is a transducer strip. It works like 
the K & K, amplifying the vibration of the guitar top & strings. The passive version ($125 installed) is 
just the housing and an end-pin. The active version ($165 installed) includes a sound-hole mounted 
volume/tone control and an internal battery mount, which means removing the strings when the 
battery needs a change. The active 
preamp is housed internally on the 
end-pin. * My Composite Acoustics 
Bluegrass model guitar (all graphite) 
has the L.R. Baggs iBeam Mix system, 
which is a combination of an under-
saddle pickup (UST) and an active 
iBeam. It has a preamp and controls 
mounted on the side of the guitar. I 
can blend the UST and the iBeam if I 
want, although I only use the iBeam 
signal. I have discovered that it pro-
duces a fairly natural reproduction of 
the guitar’s natural voice, similar to 
the K &K Pure Western Mini. At this 
time I have no plans to replace it with 
a Mini. 
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Now go make some music.    

Todd 

L.R. Baggs Lyric – The Lyric is an interesting 
internally-mounted acoustic microphone. It 
uses a peel & stick pad (circular) that fits on the 
bridge-plate directly underneath the guitar’s 
saddle, centered under the saddle. The micro-
phone housing sits above the stick-on base and 
amplifies both the top & string vibration, plus 
the internal sound of the guitar. It costs about 
$300 + installation. It requires an internal bat-
tery mount and has sound-hole mounted vol-
ume/tone controls. I have three friends who 
have installed this system in the their guitars. 
To my ears, when EQ’d correctly, the Lyric 
sounds very natural, although I have detected a 
slight over compensation to the higher frequencies. That aside, I find it to be a very natural sounding 

pickup.  

Fishman Rare Earth Blend – The Rare 
Earth Blend consists of a sound-hole mounted 
pickup and an attached condenser micro-
phone. Cost is about $350. Installation is 
fairly easy, requiring the installation of an end
-pin. The pickup itself attaches easily to the 
sound-hole using built-in clamps. Small bat-
teries are housed in the pickup itself, but do 
require the strings to be removed for battery 
replacement. I find it’s sound to be the least 
natural, although EQ’d correctly it can be ad-
vantageous in a loud band situation, where 
the other three pickup systems may cause 
feedback. The clamps dampen the vibration of 
the top so natural acoustic sound is effected, 

although only slightly. 

All four systems are good pickups. Although I prefer the K & K Pure Western Mini, the L.R. 
Baggs Lyric gets my 2nd place vote. I may at some point combine both into one guitar. The active 
iBeam also produces a natural sound, although the plastic housing and glue strip do seem to lessen 
the gain when compared with the Pure West-
ern Mini. The Fishman Rare Earth Blend is 
the least natural sounding, but in my opinion, 
the best of the four when used in a loud band 
situation. 

If you are considering replacing your 
UST (under-saddle pickup system) to some-
thing more natural sounding, any of the four 
are a good choice. But if you’re on a budget, 
the K & K Pure Western Mini is the best deal. 
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Jimmy Buffet and I have four things in common. One, he was born on 
Christmas day 1946, and I...I love Christmas. Two, he was born in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi and I…I was stationed in Pascagoula when I was in the Navy. 
Three, he moved from Pascagoula to nearby Mobile, Alabama shortly after his 
birth, and I...I lost a lot of money at the dog track in Mobile. It feels like we’re 
almost brothers. Oh, what’s the fourth you ask? Well I’ll tell you in a minute. 

Jimmy played the trombone, of all things, while he was in grade school 
and never picked up a guitar until he was a freshman at Auburn University. He 
dropped out of Auburn and bounced around at a couple of colleges before getting his degree in 
history from the University of Southern Mississippi in 1969. Out of college he landed a job writing 
for Billboard Magazine in Nashville for a little while. While there, the music bug bit him and he 
started trying out his luck playing around town wherever he could. A local record company signed 
him to a two-record deal. Jimmy was to be paid after each album was released. Unfortunately the 
first one didn’t sell well at all, but he still got paid. After the second album was recorded the master 
tapes were mysteriously “lost.” No release - no pay. In a miracle that makes Lourdes look like a 
carnival shell game, these “lost” master tapes – Praise the Lord – were found years later when 
Jimmy Buffet made it big. The Barnaby Record Company released the album titled High 
Cumberland Jubilee in 1976, using these tapes. This was right after Jimmy’s first hit, “Come 
Monday,” in 1974. 

In 1971, something happened to Jimmy Buffett that would change all of our lives forever, 
he found Key West. As fate would have it Jimmy found Key West because he screwed up. He was 
booked to play a gig in Miami on the first weekend of the month, or so he thought. When he got there 
he found out he made a mistake and he wasn’t playing until the second week. Since he had a car, and 
gas was cheap back then, he took a drive for a couple of days down the overseas highway and wound 
up at the end of the road...literally...on Duvall Street in Key West. Right away he smiled and closed 
his eyes because he knew 
he was home. There were 
shrimp boats, fishing nets, 
and sailors all around and 
he could smell the salty air. 
You see, Jimmy Buffett’s 
grandfather was a sailor 
and fisherman. Jimmy 
grew up going out on the 
water on his grandfather’s 
boat and listening to his 
stories. Some of that 
inspiration would rub off in 
his songs. And here is the 
fourth thing Jimmy Buffett 
and I have in common, we 
both LOVE Key West. 
Anybody who knows me 
knows that either I’m 
talking about just coming 
back from, or planning to 
go back to, the Conch 

Pull up a Chair… Jimmy Buffet 
by Frederick Folklorist 

Photo by Todd C Walker 
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Republic known as Key West. Quick story about JB’s grandfather: His grandfather ran 
away from home at the age of 13 when he jumped from the second story window of his 
house in Sydney, Nova Scotia and never looked back. He didn’t return until he was 84. When he 
returned just before he died he looked around and shrugged his shoulders and said, “Still looks 
boring to me.” Years later just before Jimmy’s own father died they both went back to that same 
house in Nova Scotia and looked out that same window that grandpa Buffett had leapt from boredom 
years earlier. Jimmy turned to his dad and asked what he was thinking; his father smiled and 
replied, “I’m glad as hell that the old man jumped.”  

Key West was a gold mine for Jimmy Buffett when it came to finding inspiration to write 
songs and characters to write about. Most of his songs written in the 70’s have a reference to Key 
West. One larger than life figure, Phil Clark, was the bartender at the Chart Room bar where Jimmy 
(and Bob Marley, by the way) got his start. Phil was the inspiration for the great “A Pirate Looks at 
Forty” song. The 70s and 80s were an incredibly productive time for JB. He released 19 albums 
during those two decades. That’s crazy when you think about it. On top of that, when it comes to 
going on the road and touring, nobody in music comes close to Jimmy Buffett. Since 1976, he has 
toured on the road every single year, including this year. That’s 40 years in a row. He’s never missed 
even one year, I checked. Of course, everybody knows that his concert-goers are known as parrot 
heads and proudly wear the proper head gear when addressed as such. If you go, you’re likely to be 
surrounded by middle-aged doctors, lawyers, and soccer moms screaming out the lyrics to 
“Margaretville” with a drink in one hand while holding onto their parrots with the other. 

When I listen to Jimmy Buffett I can’t say he makes me think deep thoughts like other 
songwriters. I can’t say he inspires me to push for social change like other songwriters. And I can’t 
say he tells me great lost stories of historic events like other songwriters. But you know what he does 
make me do? He makes me smile. His biggest hit “Margaretville” isn’t about a place, it’s about a state 
of mind. It’s about reminding you not to sweat the small stuff. And you know what? 
It’s ALL small stuff. His songs, like “Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitude” 
and “Margaretville,” are just what the doctor ordered when you have a rough 
day at work and you feel like you want to run away like grandpa Buffett.  

Although most people prefer some of his more silly/lively 
songs, like those mentioned and “Cheeseburger in Paradise,” among 
others, I’m going to leave you with one of Jimmy Buffett’s quieter 
songs. So get ready. Dust off your parrot 
head and have a margarita (or some grog). 
Arrr! Matey, we’re about to go sailing 
with a pirate! (Click link.) 

Next Month: Joan Baez    
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Image courtesy of Heart of Virginia Parrot Head Club 

http://hovphc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vcW5S3tTnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vcW5S3tTnw
http://hovphc.org/


 

   In The Spotlight…Margie Barber by Roy Greene 

A Frederick native, Margie Barber said that the town she grew up in was very different back 
then. “When I was in elementary school, the Weinberg Center was the movie theater – the only one 
in town. There were no malls until I was in junior high school, when the Fredericktowne Mall was 
built. The population was much smaller and naturally there was much less traffic. Some things have 
remained relatively the same, such as Baker Park, Gambrill Park, and downtown Frederick. 
Downtown was charming back then, with different stores,” she said, “And, it is charming today with 
all the new stores and restaurants. I loved growing up in Frederick because it had the small town 
feel. If we wanted a taste of the big city, in one hour, we could be in Baltimore or Washington.” 

Margie said that 
she did leave the 
Frederick area for a 
while after high 
school. She attended 
the University of 
Maryland and, after 
g r a d u a t i n g ,  s h e 
married and stayed in 
the College Park/
Berwyn Heights area. 
A few years and two 
daughters later, they 
decided to move back 
to Frederick to be 
nearer to family.  

Margie describes 
her musical tastes 
as being eclectic. “I 
love the ‘old time’ rock 
and roll, bluegrass, 
classic country, dance 
band music, ethnic, 
show tunes, a lot of 

classical, and especially folk music,” she explained. “I heard about F.A.M.E. while attending the Song 
Circle at Dublin Roasters. My friend, Dori [Bailin], invited me to attend Song Circle about three 
years ago, and I was hooked immediately. 

“I often joke that one of the reasons I work is to be able to pay for concerts,” she said. “It’s 
incredibly enjoyable to attend a concert of one of my favorite musicians or bands. Luckily, in this 
area there’s no shortage of concert opportunities. I usually go to the Weinberg Center at least twice a 
year; I make the trek to Wolf Trap almost every summer; occasionally I go to The Strathmore in 
Rockville, some of the venues in Baltimore, and to The Maryland Theater in Hagerstown. I also 
attend a number of free concerts in the summer, such as the bands that play at carnivals (mostly 
oldies and country bands), and concerts at the outdoor arena at Hagerstown Community College 
[that are] performed by various armed forces bands,” she said. “One of the reasons I love bluegrass 
concerts is because most of the time in the songs they play, the band features each musician playing 
solo for a few minutes. It’s fascinating to [experience] their talent, particularly how fast and 
accurately they play. I’m not a musician myself, so my enjoyment of music consists mainly of 
watching and listening to other musicians,” Margie said. 
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Margie Barber has been a regular at F.A.M.E.’s Traditional Folk Song Circle for more than 
three years. She says she is looking forward to the next Song Circle, Saturday, March 12,  
from 1 to 3 p.m., at Dublin Roasters.  

http://www.cityoffrederick.com/index.aspx?nid=869
http://www.stateparks.com/gambrill.html
http://www.downtownfrederick.org/
http://www.weinbergcenter.org/
http://www.wolftrap.org/
https://www.strathmore.org/
http://www.mdtheatre.org/
http://www.hagerstowncc.edu/
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
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Margie Barber (first row, second from left) with her square dancing troupe, the Gad-Abouts, which won first prize in  
the square dance competition at the January 2016 Pennsylvania Farm Show in Harrisburg. 

“I love to sing, but certainly not solo, as I have a limited range,” she said. “My voice is fine for 
the preschoolers I teach, and for singing quietly along to most of the songs we sing at Song Circle. I 
love Song Circle, she said with enthusiasm. “There’s something incredibly pleasurable about singing 
in a group, especially with people who have similar musical tastes. I enjoy the friendships I’ve made 
at Song Circle, and find the camaraderie and ambiance to be relaxing and fun. Rick Hill and Tomy 
Wright are talented, dynamic, enthusiastic, and humorous – a great combination of qualities that 
entice me to attend Song Circle as often as I can,” she said. 

“I have attended several concerts at the Hill Chapel in New Market, and found that I enjoy 
them in the same way I enjoy Song Circle. It’s a privilege and a joy to be in the audience for such 
talented and interesting musicians,” Margie added. 

Another way Margie enjoys music is by square dancing. “I took up square dancing about 
three and a half years ago, and haven’t looked back, she said smiling. “After a year of lessons, I was 
good enough to attend local square dances regularly. My partner and I dance at least once a week, 
here in Frederick, Hagerstown, or Martinsburg. More often than not, we dance twice a week, and I 
help out at the Frederick lessons every Wednesday evening. One of the many reasons I love square 
dancing is because the entire evening of dancing is set to music. It’s a common perception that 
square dance music is all country, but that actually isn’t the case anymore. We dance to all kinds of 
music. Our caller here in Frederick particularly likes to call dances to rock and roll music. Square 
dancing is just one more way I can enjoy beautiful music and at the same time, enjoy the company of 

like-minded people.”    

http://www.farmshow.state.pa.us/page/show.aspx
http://www.ricksfolk.com/
http://tomywright.com/
http://tomywright.com/
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/


 

F.A.M.E. Members Perform at Benefit Page 18 

1st Annual Habitat for Humanity 
Dart Competition & Live Acoustic Music Benefit 

F.A.M.E. members Tomy Wright, Barry Bryan, Dave Weiner, Scott Barrett, and Sam & 
Katherine Ott joined Todd Walker for the 1st Annual Habitat for Humanity Dart Competition & 
Live Acoustic Music Benefit on Sunday, February 28th at the Blue Side Tavern in Frederick.   

Amateur dart throwers competed for 1st place golden hammer and 2nd place silver hammer 
trophies while listening to fifteen local acoustic musicians perform songs throughout the afternoon.  
It was a wonderful day of terrific live music, dart throwing and fundraising. 

The event was organized by Todd Walker to help Frederick County Habitat for 
Humanity raise money to build houses for needy families. 

http://thebluesidetavern.com/
http://www.frederickhabitat.org/
http://www.frederickhabitat.org/


 

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty — in and 
out of the music world? Here you can find some of our 
members’ services. Ads are provided at no cost to 
members. Ads will be run for  three months and then 
can be renewed for additional months via email. 
What‘s not to like? Send business-card-size ads via 
email (preferably) to roy.greene@yahoo.com. Expiry 
date code (yyyymm) will be inserted unobtrusively so 
that you’ll know when it’s time to renew. 

Bill Bromfield  
Music Production Services 

Song arranging, recording, vocal processing, 
mixing and mastering. Singer and songwriter 
demos on CD, song files, or web links. Singles 
and albums for release on iTunes and other 
outlets. Free initial phone consultation and 
discounted production services for F.A.M.E. 
members. More information at  

ClockwiseRecords.com 
201603 

201605 

201605 

201605 

201605 

>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS  <<< Page 19 
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mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=F.A.M.E.%20Members'%20Ads
http://clockwiserecords.com/
mailto:rickrichtmyer@hotmail.com?subject=Your%20ad%20in%20the%20F.A.M.E.%20newsletter
mailto:todd@toddcwalker.com?subject=Your%20ad%20in%20the%20F.A.M.E.%20newsletter


 

Furnace Open Mic photos by Sam Biskin 

Epicure open mic photos courtesy of Ron Goad 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 

Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, 

MD. Every other Thursday night 8 to 

11:00 pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. We 

are excited to introduce you to THE 

FURNACE BAR AND GRILL! Casually 

warm and comfortable inside, you'll be 

welcomed to our neighborly pub each time 

you enter. Enjoy the beautifully designed 

new granite bar and a menu of classic 

American pub food freshly prepared by our 

cooks. Try a craft beer with your tasty 

chicken alfredo flatbread. We welcome all 

to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat, 

great music, and a good time! 

Open Mic Photos Page 20 

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second 

and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform 

one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food, 

including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine 

and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including 

http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.epicurecafe.org/


 

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. 

Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright hosts this cozy venue with 

great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a friendly, relaxing atmos-

phere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as 

well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with usually two or three songs 

each. Percussion available upon request.  Photos below provided by Tomy Wright. 

UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr 

Road, Frederick, MD. Roy Greene and 

Brad Calhoun, hosts. Every performer loves 

an audience, so if you aren't up to taking a turn in 

the spotlight, plan on sitting back and enjoying 

the music. Desserts and coffee will be provided.  

Feel free to BYOB. 
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http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.frederickuu.org/home/index.php


 

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors 
 

Rick Hill, President 

Sam Ott, Treasurer 

Max Honn, Secretary 

Dori Bailin, Membership 

Robin Markle, Musicians 

Roy Greene, Newsletter  

Caryl Velisek, Publicity 

Dave Koronet, Facebook 

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your 
photos and stories about local acoustic 
music and musicians. Please email 
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com 
by the 15th preceding the month of publication. 
Submissions subject to editing. 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and 
traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and 

Frederick County through live music, education, and 
community outreach.  

 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general 

public about all aspects of original and traditional  
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,  

showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and 
concerts, especially through schools and youth 
organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 
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Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: 

Senior (65+) $10    Regular Membership $35    Lifetime Membership $200 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 

mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=F.A.M.E.%20Newsletter%20Item
http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters
http://frederickacoustic.org/

