23rd Annual Frederick Festival of the Arts is
happening June 3-5, 2016. F.A.M.E. musicians to
provide entertainment Sunday, June 5. Details p. 7.
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From the President

Photo and image below courtesy of Rick Hill

I attended the members meeting of the Frederick Arts Council. There we heard three
presentations on public art - art that is out in the public space. I was impressed on several levels.
First, the boldness of their concepts. These are artists who are thinking big. They have moved way
beyond the 36’ x 48” canvas and are doing art on bridges, on the sides of buildings. They are creating
sculptures that double as seating or play areas. The second thing that impressed me was the level of
imagination. One of the presenters is taking an old, burned-out building and creating an outdoor
performance area incorporating a sculpture into the seating. The sculpture will be made in pieces on
a large computer assisted drawing (CAD) machine and then assembled like a giant jigsaw puzzle.
(SkyStage, https://www.facebook.com/Sky-Stage-1047951221902362/). The third thing that
impressed me was the commitment of individuals to creating a better community. The foundation
for public art is the desire to make one’s own community a better place - more beautiful, more
hospitable, more nourishing.
We need to be thinking in those terms as far as music goes. This cannot be just about the
individual. It has to be about the community. Having good quality interesting music available to the
public makes the community a better place. That, in turn, will raise awareness of the role that
music can play in community development. That, in turn will increase opportunities for
musicians to be performing. That, in turn, will raise opportunities for musicians to actually
make a living at doing what we love – creating and performing music. We need to think
big – very big. We need to be even more imaginative. We need to love our community.
“When I hear music, I fear no danger. I am invulnerable. I see no foe. I am
related to the earliest times, and to the latest.” ― Henry David Thoreau

Peace,
Rick Hill

Cover photo and graphics courtesy of Frederick Festival of the Arts

Open Mics
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The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA.
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase. Second
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm.
Ron Goad, host.

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Second and fourth Thursdays
8 to 11:00 pm. Sam Biskin, host.
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W.
Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday
of each month 7-9 pm, Tomy Wright, host.

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 main Street,
Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and third Thursdays,
7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host.

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market
Street, Frederick, MD. Fourth
Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam and
Katherine Ott, Dave Koronet,
Max Honn, alternating hosts.
UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road,
Frederick, MD. Saturday, June 18, 7 to 9:30 pm.
Brad Calhoun and Roy Greene, hosts.
More open mic details and photos on pages 22 and 23.
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Monday Songwriters’ Showcase

Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
Show begins at 7:15 pm
Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick,
Maryland, second Monday evenings from 7:30 until 10 pm or so. The singersongwriters you will hear are a mix of national and regional touring performers with
many award-winners from all genres. The featured songwriter for the evening plays
for around 45 minutes; a number of other songwriters make cameo appearances
singing three songs. Every show also includes a piano prelude to start the evening, our
two resident poets, Rod Deacey and John Holly, read two poems each somewhere in
the program – it’s an acoustic variety show.
All of the performers are invited to play; this enables us to maintain high
standards of musicianship and songwriting. We have gained a national reputation for
being a great place to perform and be heard.
There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured songwriter.
Come out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music.
If you would like a calendar for 2016, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net). For
information about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad:
MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker:
todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on featuring (the 45-minute money spot), contact
Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net.

June 13

Featured Artist
Piano prelude
Three songs
Poetry
Host

Todd Burge
June
Jim Moon
Ray Jozwiak, Annette Wasilik
Rod Deacey & John Holly
Todd C Walker

13

Traditional Folk Song Circle
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by Tomy Wright

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m.

Twenty-three folks attended the May 14th song circle at Dublin Roasters, five of whom were
new*. We sang 29 songs covering 15 of the 35 categories in the Rise Up Singing (RUS)
songbook. The only new song was from the Gospel category, “The Land Where We’ll Never Grow
Old.” According to our song spreadsheet, we’ve sung 523 songs, for 43 percent, of the 1,200+ songs
from the RUS songbook.
Of note, Tomy made a point about Death as a recurring theme in folk music and the songs
we sing. So along with tallying all the other statistics, starting with May’s Song Circle, we managed to
wipe out the entire world human population (7.4 billion) by singing, “The Cat Came Back,” the
deadliest song in the RUS Song book. We’re eternally grateful to F.A.M.E. President Rick Hill for
introducing this song, circa 2011, as we’ve sung now at least 12 times.
In attendance: Margie Barber (Acting Recorder), Laurel Carey, John Cooper, Mary-Lou
Davis, Michael Francis,* Mary Ann Gearinger, Roy Greene, Tom Kolhhepp, David
Koronet (alternate host and F.A.M.E. Facebook manager), Gloria McCracken, Dorothea
Mordan, Ed Mordan, Lyn Purdum, Benjamin Quinones,* Sherry Quinones,* Mike
Sodos, Jennifer Stanko, Doug Stickley,* Caryl Velisek (Song researcher), Gabi Watrous,*
Joyce Wendt, Daylynn Wright (no relation to host) and Tomy Wright (host).
Welcome back to Lyn Purdum, Jennifer Stanko, and Joyce Wendt.
Special thanks to Margie Barber, for accounting for the attendees and songs
sung in Dori Bailin’s absence, and to Dublin Roasters! Rick Hill was also
out, but Ed Mordan’s a cappella and Dr. Dave Koronet helped us wade
through some of the muddier instrumental waters. We’ve ordered more RUS
songbooks, so tell your friends to come out to our next song circle!
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The Songs We Sing by Caryl Velisek

As usual, we started our May 14 Song Circle with “You Are My Sunshine.”
Following that we sang “Early Morning Rain,” which we have done before. I’ve always
liked this song for no particular reason, although it is kind of melancholy. It was
written by Canadian singer-songwriter, Gordon Lightfoot, in 1964.
The next song we did was about traveling, “500 Miles,” by folksinger, Hedy
West. Many of West’s songs, including this one, were passed on to her by her Grandmother Lilly,
which she had learned as a child. The song has been recorded by an amazing number of popular
singers such as Glen Campbell, Rosanne Cash, Justin Timberlake, the Smothers Brothers, Hoyt
Axton, Joan Baez, and others.
I did not know that, “Hard Times Come Again No More,” is considered an American parlor
song nor that it was written by, none other than, Stephen Foster. The song asks the fortunate to
consider the plight of the less fortunate and it ends with one of Foster’s favorite images — a frail
drooping maiden.
Our next song, “Big Rock Candy Mountain,” is very familiar to me as the oldest of my five
children was a huge Burl Ives fan and played many of his songs over and over as a youth. It was
written by Harry McClintock in 1895, and is about a hobo’s idea of paradise. I just know Ives was a
favorite at the time and his songs were played at our house on little yellow records by my oldest son,
over and over again.
“The Cat Came Back” is a favorite song that we’ve done a dozen
times before. It was written in 1893, by Harry Miller. In Miller's
original, the cat finally died when an organ grinder came around one
day. Even then the cat's ghost came back. We sang “Edelweiss,”
another popular song with the group, but the rest we did were all new
to us.
“Michael Row the Boat Ashore” is a negro spiritual sung by
former slaves whose owners had abandoned them on St. Helena Island
before the Union navy arrived to enforce a blockade. It was very
popular during the “folk revival” period of the 60s and it has been
performed by many, including Pete Seeger, The Weavers, The
Highwaymen, the Smothers Brothers, and many others of that time.
And, I have done it many times at gigs with my folk group.
“Colours” was sung by Donovan, another popular singer/
songwriter from the 60s. He sang it at the 1965 Newport Folk Festival
as a live duet with Joan Baez. Baez and Donovan also did a version on
one of her albums.
Image courtesy of Wikipedia
We sang a couple of “circle” songs, including Joni Mitchell’s
“Circle Game,” which is about a young boy’s rite of passage. Mitchell said “Circle Game” was inspired
by one of Neil Young’s songs with a similar theme. Young, a member of the Squires rock ‘n’ roll
group, had written “Sugar Mountain” on his 19th birthday as a lament for the approaching end of his
teenage years, and Mitchell took the story to it’s logical conclusion, but offering hope.
We sang Harry Chapin’s “Circles” on the same page –
“All my life’s a circle, sunrise and sundown
Moon rolls through the nighttime ‘til daybreak comes around
All my life’s a circle, still I wonder why
Seasons spinning ‘round again, years keep rolling by”
We sang a number of others that we haven’t done before, which I will write about at another
time. We are singing more of the unfamiliar songs and we are slowly working our way through the
Rise Up Singing song book.
See you next month.

Frederick Festival of the Arts

Friday, June 3
Saturday, June 4
Sunday, June 5
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7pm – 9pm
10am – 6pm
11am – 5pm

Celebrating 23 years, the Frederick Festival of the Arts, presented by the Frederick Arts
Council, is held along Carroll Creek Linear Park in the heart of Historic downtown Frederick,
Maryland. This juried fine arts venue invites discerning art-lovers from the surrounding areas of:
Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Pennsylvania, and Northern Virginia. The Festival is committed to
presenting the finest of juried national artists and continuing their longstanding tradition of serving
these invited artist’s immediate needs, while providing a festive and enjoyable outdoor venue for all!
Unique to this venue is its waterway and bridge crossings, and downtown location. The communitysupported organization is also committed to presenting the finest national artists in an exceptional
arts venue bringing the best of quality fine art, performing opportunities, and providing for
education in the arts. Join the high caliber Creekside Celebration!
Location:
The Frederick Festival of the Arts is held along Carroll Creek Linear Park between Court Street
and East Street. If traveling, please set GPS to: 100 South East Street, Frederick, MD 21701. The
Festival is an open-air event and all walkways around the show are fully handicapped accessible.
Handicapped parking is also available in and around the City of Frederick.
Parking Information:
Getting around town is easy. There are more than 5,000 public parking spaces available in historic
downtown Frederick with five parking decks from which to simply walk to the festival site. The
Downtown Frederick Partnership provides a comprehensive transportation and parking guide, with
maps, here.
F.A.M.E. schedule:
F.A.M.E. (Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise) has a stage at the Frederick Festival of the Arts on
Sunday, June 5th. Here is the line-up:
11:00 — 11:30
11:30 — Noon
Noon — 12:30
12:30 — 1:00
1:00 — 1:30
1:30 — 2:00

Tomy Wright
Max Honn
Safe Harbor
Tomy Wright
Dave Koronet
Rick Hill

2:00 — 2:30
2:30 — 3:00
3:00 — 3:30
3:30 — 4:00
4:00 — 4:30
4:30 — 5:00

Lark Rize
Max Honn
Rick Hill
Dave Koronet
Lark Rize
Safe Harbor

For more information, contact the Frederick Arts Council at 301.662.4190.

Comfortable Concerts
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June 3
June 24

Christopher Mark Jones
Natasha Borzilova

www.christophermarkjones.com
www.natashaborzilova.com

Christopher Mark Jones returns to Comfortable Concerts!
Christopher’s early musical career started in Paris as a busker in 1976.
He embarked on the English Folk Scene and did several tours in
Denmark. In 1978, his first CD, No More Range to Roam, was
released in five countries. He recorded with some of England’s most
notable musicians, e.g., Pick Withers of Dire Straits. His music is
influenced by rock, jazz, and swing.
In 1979, he moved back to the US and started a band, Regulars, which
gigged for several years. This band included Andre Locke of
Mandrake and Reeves Gabrels of David Bowie’s Tin Machine)
In 2010, after raising two sons, his CD, Heartland Variations,
marked a new era for Christopher. The music on this CD has blends of
soulful country and blues. His vocals are sensitive with a tiny bit of
roughness, which gives a feeling of vulnerability to his stories. The
stories he tells resonate of small town life, love, loneliness, travel, and
societal issues that paint vivid pictures to help the audience relish in his stories.
His other gig is teaching at Carnegie Mellon University. He has a PhD in French literature. His
research includes studying French-speaking cultures of the world (especially in popular music) and
developing technology-enhanced language courses.
Natasha Borzilova brings her independent style to Damascus
She is a former member of the Grammy-nominated group, Bering
Strait. The group disbanded in 2006 to pursue their individuality.
Natasha kept busy writing, recording, teaching yoga, and raising her
son. She and the group were profiled in a documentary film and on 60
Minutes.
In 2010 and 2012, as a solo artist, she had two albums in the Top 10 on
the Folk DJ chart and has been a guest on Art of the Song on NPR. Her
songs portray her life experiences. Natasha’s vocals are warm and
inviting. As a child, Natasha was classically trained on guitar; she plays
six- and twelve-string acoustic guitars. Her support comes from some
top players in the field, such as Delbert McClinton, Shawn Colvin, and
Bob Dylan. Her music has the influences of pop, rock, and Americana.
You may even hear a Russian folk song or two. Join in on a
wonderful evening of culture and music.

Doors open: 7:30pm

Suggested donation: $10-$20/person

Location: Damascus/Gaithersburg (address will be given upon RSVP)
RSVP: June 22 (Robin) kmarkle6@hotmail.com (refer to FAME newsletter)
Enough food for dinner/dessert

Comfortable Concerts Coming Up
July 17 (Sunday)
August 5

Nikki Talley
Avi Wisnia

www.nikkitalley.com
www.aviwisnia.com

Hill Chapel Concert Hall & Venue
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Doors open 7 pm
Shows run from 7:30 to 9:30 pm
For more information, please call
the Hill Chapel at 301-882-7172

Concerts are held at Hill Chapel Concert Hall
6 East Main Street, New Market, MD
June 9th — Shawna Caspi
Shawna Caspi sings of love, travel, home, and heart,
distilling each experience into a series of vibrant
snapshots, colored with humor and grace and arranged
with care and craft. Her latest release, Apartments for
Lovers, is a solo guitar and voice album that showcases
her rich voice.
For 15 years, Shawna has been playing the guitar she
bought at the Ottawa Folklore Centre, one of Canada’s
best loved music stores. This cherished instrument has
accompanied her on tour throughout Canada and the
United States, where she has played festivals including the
Blue Skies Music Festival, the Summerfolk Festival, the
Deep Roots Music Festival, and the Ottawa Grassroots Festival.
Shawna found inspiration in a wide variety of independent singer/songwriters as she played and
sang her way through the folk music scene. Some of these artists are now her peers, and she has
shared the stage with several of her favorites, including Rose Cousins, Jon Brooks, James Keelaghan,
Old Man Luedecke, Suzie Vinnick, and Garnet Rogers.

June 25th — John Tracey
“John Tracy is a musician whose music fortifies the human connection…” John Tracy has a reputation for crafting lyrics that cut right to the heart of the matter, making
his music relevant to all of us on this human journey. Inspired by his folk, blues, and acoustic rock influences, his
songs fortify the human connection – truly REAL MUSIC
for people living REAL LIFE.
His first single release, “Happy Ever After” from his latest
album of the same title debuted as the number one most
added song in its initial week to radio and climbed to #10
on the National FMQB Adult Contemporary chart. His
second single, “Fairytales Come True,” from the same album was the number one most added song two weeks in a row in its release to radio. Both singles
were also included in the United Kingdom’s Brit Rock Show, syndicated to 81 UK radio stations as
well as five other syndicated shows across the UK and Europe. The associated music videos for both
singles are attracting attention from all over the music video programming spectrum, including
video on-demand, multi-market, retail pool/content providers, and internet programmers.
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Attention Musicians: Performing
opportunity at Frederick City Market

Here at the Frederick City Market it is our pleasure to serve the community with some of the
freshest produce, foods, and most unique artisan products and services around. Everything is either
farm grown, or handmade locally by our wonderful vendors. We are located on Market Street in
downtown Frederick between 3rd & 4th Street each Sunday from 9:00am to 1:00pm.
We are very proud to announce that our wonderful community voted us Best Farmers’ Market
in Frederick in 2015! Come by and see what all the fuss is about!
Musicians who would like to play for tips are most welcome. They can choose how long they
would like to play. Contact Louis Dewey: louisdewey301@gmail.com Also on Facebook.

Scholarships
F.A.M.E., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is offering $250
scholarships to a limited number of students. Students awarded a scholarship will
be asked to perform at the FAME annual meeting. Applications are available under
the “Scholarships” option on our website: www.frederickacoustic.org
No age limit.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY

September 10th, 2016 at 7:30 in the evening.

Committees
Members, are you looking for an active role in F.A.M.E.? Here’s your chance to get involved!
Find a committee that lines up with your interests and skills and contact the editor.
A. Membership Committee
1. Maintain membership roster
2. Notify members when their membership renewal is due
3. Chair organizes the Membership Committee as to how they generate renewals
4. Inform Board of Directors (BoD) of steps taken to accomplish renewals/obtain new members
5. Propose membership policy to BoD
B. Events Coordinator Committee
1. Maintain communications with endorsed events
2. Organize and oversee concerts, concert series, music circles, open mics, etc.
3. Serve as Point Of Contact for those seeking F.A.M.E. endorsement
C. Marketing and Promotion Committee
1. Organize/coordinate community outreach with other organizations
2. Maintain F.A.M.E. website
3. Assist with advertising for specific events
4. Newsletter
5. Maintain tent, table, signage, etc.
D. Education/Workshops Committee
1. Plan and oversee workshops
2. Oversee mentoring program
3. Research and identify non F.A.M.E. educational opportunities
E. Scholarship Committee
1. Establish scholarship fund
2. Establish criteria/guidelines for scholarship awards
3. Make recommendation to the BoD for benevolence
4. Award scholarships and benevolence
5. Formulate a percentage for annual giving and propose to BoD
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Gear of the Month by Todd C Walker

As some of you may remember, I reviewed Deering's Goodtime banjo
several years back. I had watched F.A.M.E. President Rick Hill progress with
his banjo and I thought I might enjoy playing one too, so I purchased a
Goodtime. Since then I have learned how to tune it, and I discovered a cool
faux bluegrass riff of 10 seconds. That was over 15 months ago. It has rested in
it's case, waiting for me ever since. Bad Todd.
Fast forward to today when I discovered the Homespun Get Started On
5-String Banjo DVD (taught by David Holt) that I purchased at Boe's Strings
going-out-of-business sale. Figuring my claw-hammer technique would remain unlearned until I
paid for a lesson or inserted the DVD into my computer, into the DVD slot it went. Honestly, I was
expecting a get started lesson that was too advanced. What I discovered was that David Holt
(www.davidholt.com) is a really
good instructor.
Mr. Holt approaches his
beginner lesson as if the
student has never played banjo,
or any fretted instrument.
Quickly and simply, he
introduces the banjo and its
parts, then progresses to teach
an extremely anyone-can-do-it
version of Tom Dooley. I was
quite surprised. I had thought I
was going to get a boring banjo
theory lesson. Far from it. In
fact, he teaches three songs,
moving slowing from a simple
strum pattern to clam-hammer
technique, in 45-minutes.
So few people stick with
stringed
instrument
lessons, mainly because the
first three to four weeks are
boring music theory. Don't get
me wrong, music theory is ultraimportant, but walking away
from the first lesson knowing
how to play a song is wonderful.
“Hey honey, look what I can
play!”

DVD images for this article courtesy of Todd C Walker

Homespun Tapes (originally
named Homespun Video) is the
brainchild of Happy Traum
(personal friend of John
Sebastian, Bob Dylan, etc), and
is based in Woodstock, New
York. Happy produces DVD
lessons for guitar, ukulele,

banjo, resonator guitar, jazz guitar, DADGAD tuning,
etc. Although Mr. Traum teaches several classes
himself, he usually video tapes other famous folks
instructing we mere mortals how to do what they (the
famous people) do. The DVD prices begin in the under
$15.00 range, but can top out at just under $100.00
for longer in-depth courses. Homespun also now offers
downloadable lessons.
Let's get back to the Get Started On 5-String
Banjo DVD. I highly recommend it. It is easy to
understand, presented in a easy-to-listen-to style. I'll
bet that if five rout beginners were given a banjo and
the DVD, they'd be able to lead a simple sing-a-long
within 2-3 weeks, maybe sooner. Hey, maybe we could
start a Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise banjo
orchestra. Anybody interested?

Now go make some music.

Todd
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Pull up a Chair…
John Deutschendorf, Jr.
by Frederick Folklorist

If I were to tell you that John Deutschendorf, Jr. was born on New Year’s
Eve in Roswell, New Mexico (site of Area 51), you might think he was destined
for some sort of sci-fi career. Maybe as some hippy, running around and
spouting far out ideas about aliens. In reality, John was so down to earth and
clean cut that he would later change his name to show people just how clean
cut he really was: partly in honor of the city and surrounding Rocky Mountains
that he treasured and partly due to his clean-living image. So just like Photo by Todd C Walker
that, presto-change-o, John Deutschendorf, Jr. became John Denver.
John Denver grew up a quiet and lonely child. His father, who didn’t know how to show
love to his children, was an Air Force Lt. Col. pilot. Being in the military, it caused the family to move
around quite often. His grandmother must have sensed that he needed something to cling on to, so
when he was about 12 she gave him his first guitar. It was a 1910 Gibson acoustic. When John played
that guitar it took him to another place, a better place, a less lonely place for him. He started playing
in public a little. This shy young man was beginning to find himself. Outside of music however John
was still miserable. So one night when he was a junior in high school in Texas he decided he’d had
enough. He “borrowed” his father’s car and ran off to California to pursue his music career. His
furious father flew a friends jet and went to retrieve his son.
After high school graduation John tried college for a couple of years, but later dropped out
and moved to LA. There he sang in local folk groups. In 1965, he joined The Chad Michael Trio. Of
course, it helped that his uncle, Dave Deutschendorf, was a member of a different local group, The

Photo above courtesy of http://johndenver.com/photos/. Photo next page courtesy of John Denver Archives and YouTube

New Christy Minstrels, and could show him the ropes. By 1969, John Denver had grown Page 15
tired of playing in a group and struck out on his own for a solo career.
Later that year he produced Rhymes and Reasons, his first album for RCA records. Two years
earlier he made a self-produced demo recording of some of the songs he played at concerts. One of
those songs was called “Babe I Hate to Go.”... Hmmm sounds familiar...he made several copies of the
demo and gave them out as Christmas gifts. One of them got into the hands of the producer for Peter,
Paul and Mary. With a tweak or two Peter, Paul and Mary recorded it as ”Leaving on a Jet Plane” in
1970, and it became the only #1 hit for the group.
With his wholesome good looks and down-to-earth appeal, John Denver was considered the
golden boy of folk music during the early 1970’s. Soon he was playing to sold-out crowds in stadiums
across the country. He also had a string of four #1 hits: “Sunshine on my Shoulders” - “Annie’s song”
- “Thank God I’m a Country Boy” - and “I’m sorry”. His dominance of the early- and mid-70s was
highlighted by his winning the Entertainer of the Year at the 1975 Country Music Awards. Side note
here – after opening the ballot and seeing that John Denver had won, Charlie Rich, the presenter of
the award, promptly lit the envelope on fire in protest. He considered Denver a lightweight and not a
true Country performer.
Starting in the mid- to late-70s, and throughout John Denver’s life, humanitarian and
environmental projects were very important to him. In 1975, his song “Calypso” was an ode to the
exploration ship and team of environmental activist Jacques Cousteau. In 1976, he cofounded
Windstar Foundation, a non-profit wildlife preservation agency. In 1977, John Denver founded the
World Hunger Project. He also became a chair member of the National UNICEF Day in 1984. And, in
1993, he won the Albert Schweitzer Music Award for humanitarian efforts.
On October 12, 1997, John Denver was flying his experimental plane over the Monterey Bay
when his plane ran out of gas and crashed into the Bay. Without going into a lot of detail, the
location of the handle that switches the fuel over from one tank to another in the plane was poorly
located and difficult to work. Later during the NTSB investigation the board recommended to the
planes builder to change the location of the handle. Even though John Denver had over 2,700 hours
of flight experience, it wasn’t enough to save him that day.
In 2007, the Colorado Senate passed a resolution to make John Denver’s hit “Rocky
Mountain High” one of the state’s two official state songs of Colorado. In 2014, the West Virginia
Legislature approved a resolution to make his “Take Me Home, Country Roads” the official state
song of West Virginia. So that means that John Denver and Stephen Foster are the only two people
in the world who have each composed two different US state songs: Colorado, West Virginia and
Kentucky, Florida, respectively).
While not totally folk music and
not totally country either, I think John
Denver was able to walk in both
worlds. While it may not have been
“cool” to say you were a John Denver
fan, I think most of us secretly liked his
songs. Whether he was singing, acting,
or campaigning for human rights,
Denver was always one thing – he was
always himself. He may have started
out as a shy, timid young boy, but he
finished as a confident and outgoing
adult. Along the way, he left us with
some of the classic songs of our
lifetimes. Listen to one of those songs
and enjoy John Denver in his prime.
Next Month: The greatest folk
music manager — EVER!!
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>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS <<<

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty — in and out of the music world? Here you
can find some of our members’ services. Ads are provided at no cost to members. Ads
will be run for three months and then can be renewed for additional months via
email. What‘s not to like? Send business-card-size ads via email (preferably) to
roy.greene@yahoo.com. I will insert an expiry date code (yyyymm) unobtrusively so
that you’ll know when it’s time to renew.

201605
201606
201605

201605

201607

201605
201606

201606
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201605
201605

Are you a F.A.M.E.
Member? Send me
your business card for
inclusion on this page
201606

201605
201606

201606

F.A.M.E. Member ads
do not cost a dime
201608

201605
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Open Mic Photos

Epicure open mic photos courtesy of Ron Goad

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform
one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food,
including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine
and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, MD. Every other
Thursday night 8 to 11:00 pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. We are excited to introduce you to
THE FURNACE BAR AND GRILL! Casually warm and comfortable inside, you'll be welcomed to our
neighborly pub each time you enter. Enjoy the beautifully designed new granite bar and a menu of
classic American pub food freshly prepared by our cooks. Try a craft beer with your tasty chicken
alfredo flatbread. We welcome all to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat, great music, and a good
time!

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Bruns- Page 19
wick, MD. Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright
hosts this cozy venue with great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a
friendly, relaxing atmosphere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with
usually two or three songs each. Percussion available upon request.
Beans in the Belfry Open Mic photos by Tomy Wright.

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors

F.A.M.E. Goals:

Rick Hill, President
Sam Ott, Treasurer
Max Honn, Secretary
Dori Bailin, Membership
Robin Markle, Musicians
Roy Greene, Newsletter
Caryl Velisek, Publicity
Dave Koronet, Facebook
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 To nurture, promote, and preserve original and

traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and
Frederick County through live music, education, and
community outreach.

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your
photos and stories about local acoustic
music and musicians. Please email
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com
by the 15th preceding the month of publication.
Submissions subject to editing.

 To educate aspiring musicians and the general
public about all aspects of original and traditional
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,
showcases, and concerts.
 To reach out to the community via workshops and

concerts, especially through schools and youth
organizations and the setting up of mentoring
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians.

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past
newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org.
Membership levels:
Senior (65+) $10 Regular Membership $35 Lifetime Membership $200
Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31
Name: __________________________________________

Membership Level:
______________________

Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________
Phone: __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed:
$ ___________ . OO
Date: __________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755
Questions: (301) 788-3066
All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge.
Senior members and guests are welcome to attend at cost.

