Sky Stage, 59 South Carroll Street, one time only—
Friday, May 12, Frederick’s only open air open mic
Sam Ott, host, page 3.
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Outreach touches elementary school

Rich Hill, Tomy Wright demonstrate string
and percussion instruments at Spring Ridge
Elementary School, page 7.
Photo by Tomy Wright
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From the President

A number of years ago I attended a
Northeastern Folk Alliance (NERFA) conference
and I met a woman who did coaching for artists.
I decided to try her services for a year and each
week I would call her and we would chat. She
gave me some assignments to do to help me get
my professional music business organized and
focused. I found the experience helpful. Out of
that came a mission statement: “To build better
communities through music, recreation and
leadership development.” I find myself going
back to that statement whenever I am writing,
selecting, or performing music. It has really
helped guide me as a musician.
I would like to encourage you to develop
a mission statement – even if you are not a
musician/performer. What are you trying to do
with your life? Where are you going? What is
your purpose? In that process, you will need to
figure out what you are really good at and what
you would like to work on to improve. You will
begin to see some things that you would like to
put more emphasis on and some things that you
should probably just let go.
It was not an easy process for me. I had to
think about some things to which I had never
given much thought. But, it has helped shape me
as a musician and as a person. It’s not that I
identified something that wasn’t already a part of
me. I unearthed what was already driving me.
The process brought it into focus.
What is your mission? How does the
Photo by Todd C Walker
music you play, or the music you listen to, help people see that?
“My music will tell you more about me than I ever will” – unknown
Peace,
Rick Hill

Open Mics
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The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA.
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase. Second, fourth,
and fifth Wednesdays at 8 pm. Ron Goad, host.
May 10 and 24
JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street,
Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and third Thursdays, 7:30
-10 pm. Sam Biskin, host. May 4 and 18
The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Second and fourth Thursdays
8-11:00 pm. Sam Biskin, host. May 11 and 25
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W.
Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday 7-9
pm. Tomy Wright, host. May 18
UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road,
Frederick, MD. Every third Saturday (Jan—June) 79:30 pm. Roy Greene, Brad Calhoun, and Elaine and
Mark Gleaton, hosts. May 20
Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick,
MD. Fourth Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam Ott, Dave Koronet,
Max Honn, and Todd C Walker, alternating hosts.
May 21
Sky Stage, 59 South Carroll Street, Frederick, MD.
Frederick’s only open air open mic! Sam Ott, host.
One time — Friday, May 12, 7-10 p.m.

More open mic details and photos on pages 16 thru 19.
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Sunday Songwriters’ Open Stage

Frederick Coffee Co, 100 N. East Street, Frederick, MD
Third Sunday of each month starting at 5 pm
Todd C Walker, host

May 21, 5 pm
Sunday Songwriters’
Open Stage is a unique
open mic, reserved
exclusively for original
melodies. This is the
place
where
songwriters
can
perform their music
and perhaps try out
new things.

Photo from Todd’s
Reverb Nation Web site.

Songwriters can perform a minimum of three original songs.
Shows begin promptly at 5 pm.
Located at the corner of East and Church Streets in the heart of historic
Everedy Square & Shab Row, Frederick Coffee Company & Café has been a
staple of the community for over 20 years.
Offering extended hours 7 days a
week and a variety of breakfast
foods, salads, and sandwiches
all day long, the “Coffee Co”
boasts many regular customers who have become
like members of the family.
They enjoy a casual atmosphere inside or out with free
Wi-Fi, live music, and a friendly,
outgoing staff.

Brewer’s Alley
Monday Songwriters’ Showcase
Teporah
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Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
— May 8 — Show begins at 7:15 pm — May 8 —

Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick,
Maryland, second Monday evenings from 7:30 until 10 pm or so. The singer-songwriters you
will hear are a mix of national and regional touring performers with many award-winners
from all genres. The featured songwriter for the evening plays for around 45 minutes; a
number of other songwriters make cameo appearances singing three songs. Every show also
includes a piano prelude to start the evening, our two resident poets, Rod Deacey and John
Holly, read two poems each somewhere in the program – it’s an acoustic variety show.
There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured songwriter. Come
out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music.
If you would like a calendar for 2017, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net). For
information about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad: MisterGoad@aol.com,
(2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker: todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on
featuring (the 45-minute money spot), contact Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net.

Featured Artist — Teporah
Teporah Bilezikian, who goes by
simply Teporah, has dedicated essentially her entire life to writing and performing music. She began playing piano at a very young age and knew how
to put together musical compositions
for small chamber groups before she
was a teen.
She began performing at open
mic events while in her mid-30s, and
was featured for the first time at an
Photo from Teporah”s ReverbNation Web site.
acoustic showcase in Frederick about
five years ago. [Gentle Reader: Where do you suppose THAT was? — ed.]
“She sees the open mic as the start of her music career, because it
was there that she realized people were interested in her music.” *

Piano prelude

Ray Jozwiak

Three songs Mike Kelly, Kate MacLeod
Poetry
Host

Rod Deacey
Todd C Walker

*Excerpt from FNP.
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Traditional Folk Song Circle
by Tomy Wright

Dublin Roasters has been our gracious host for five years!
1780 N. Market Street, Frederick
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m.

Tomy Wright

Photos by Charles Pierre

We had a very enthusiastic 11 attendees help carry the singing torch
at the April 8th Tradition Folk Song Circle at Dublin Roasters. We sang 32
songs, two previously unsung from 17 of the 35 categories from the Sing
Out! publication, Rise Up Singing (RUS), The Group Singing Songbook.
Well sports fans, we're only 10 songs away from 600 with 590 sung of the 1200 from the RUS
song book, for 49 percent. As far as the continuing saga of folk song death and dying, there were four
specific untimely demises: The Captain in “Peggy-O,” Clementine and her miner father in
“Clementine,” the grandfather in “Grandfather's Clock,” “a lot of men died” in “Sixteen Tons.” There
were two food songs sung: “Cockles and Mussels” and “I'm a little Cookie.”
In attendance: Charlotte Abney, Margie Barber (our alternate recorder), Barbara Collins, John Cooper, Angeline Donohue, Mary Ann Gearinger, Bob Graver, Rick Hill
(F.A.M.E. President, with one new song), Mike Sodos (Librarian and contributor of two new
songs), Fran Tucker, Caryl Velisek (Song Researcher). Board members Dori Bailin (Recorder)
and Dave Koronet (Alternate host), along with Tomy Wright (host) were away in April, but were
with us in spirit.
We're excited at the prospect of possibly reaching 600 this month with a prize (to
be determined) for the 600th song contributor!

Spring Ridge Elementary School outreach
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Story and photos by Tomy Wright

Fulfilling F.AM.E.’s third goal of community outreach was elementary March
25, 2017, as Rick Hill, F.A.M.E. President, and Tomy Wright, former Board of Directors
member, conducted a children's musical workshop at the Saturday Arts School, Spring
Ridge Elementary School in Frederick. Faculty member, Dawn Getzandanner, requested
the workshop, which allowed the children the opportunity to see an assortment of acoustic string instruments and to learn how to play a variety of rhythms on a selection of
handheld percussion instruments.
Rick and Tomy engaged the children in a brief discussion of rhythm and music in
their lives followed by a hands-on demonstration of percussion and acoustic string instruments by rotating groups of 8-12 participants. “Although a little chaotic at times,”
Tomy Wright said, “we refined our combined workshop approaches for youth outreach. ”
He added, “We garnered many favorable comments from the staff, parents, and children.” Rick and Tomy expressed that they now have a greater appreciation for those who
have chosen elementary education as a career field, which includes several F.A.M.E.
members. Ms. Getzandanner would like for F.A.M.E. to participate in future events with
Spring Ridge Elementary School.

Photos by Tomy Wright
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Gear of the Month by Todd C Walker

I love the sound of an acoustic guitar. I also love to perform live using
an acoustic guitar.

iRig box top

The challenge for those of us who use
our acoustic guitars to perform on stage, is
amplification. How do we take that wonderful acoustic sound and reproduce it so
folks in a coffee house or a concert hall can
hear it, but without changing its wonderful
organic voice? The answer is a microphone, preferably one designed for acoustic instruments. For many years the workhorse
Shure SM57 was king (still a great go-to mic), until the Shure
Beta 57A was released. I own two SM57's and one Beta 57A.

The problem with miking a guitar? Well, the microphone is stationary—the player, unless sitting, is not. Even the
slightest movement will affect the sound. So what to do? Well,
IK Multimedia (ikmultimedia.com) thinks they have the perfect solution: the iRig Acoustic Stage advanced digital microphone system (for acoustic guitar). You may remember me reviewing the original iRig Acoustic
mic that is designed for recording, last year. The “stage” version is designed specifically for acoustic
guitar players, ukulele players, and mandolin players to get natural
microphone sound while retaining the ability to move around
(somewhat). It is not a wireless system, although it would be fairly
easy to pair up with a wireless system to make it so. The iRig
Acoustic Stage, as sold ($99.00), is a tethered system.
The iRig Acoustic Stage consists of a digital MEMS microphone that connects to a hi-quality belt-pack preamp/DSP processing unit. It is designed to reproduce the natural sound of an
acoustic instrument. The preamp has six presets, three for steelstring instruments, and three for nylon-stringed instruments, each
with natural, warm or bright settings. The preamp belt-pack has a
button for calibrating the unit to each specific instrument, although the directions state that excellent natural sound is attainable without specific calibration.

iRig Case

The MEMS microphone is the size and shape of a three-cornered guitar pick. It easily slips
onto the sound hole, as long as the top (at the sound hole) doesn't have a reinforcement inner ring
(some guitars do, some don't). Quick and easy installation, and just as quick to remove.
The preamp belt-pack means you'll have one
more piece of gear to deal with, but think of it as a
portable mini-mixer that can be clipped onto your
guitar strap or belt. A couple extra minutes of setup time and you'll be good to go. Just remember
that you're tethered to the PA mixer via ¼ inch
cable.

iRig setup

I like the idea, and although I really like the
K&K Pure Western Mini pickup sound, I still long
for a true natural microphone sound. Let's see
how well it works.
Set-up, once I got everything ready, took

about 60 seconds. Plugging it into my Bose ToneMatch mixer (attached to my Bose L1 Page 9
Compact), I was disappointed. The sound was thin with a tubby undertone – quite unpleasant, and not at all natural. I tried several different mic settings, even the mic-flat setting. None
sounded even close to what I heard on the sound samples, some of which were everyday user videos
(right out of the box). Was I doing something wrong, or is the iRig Acoustic Stage just marketing
hype? Bummed, I unplugged and re-boxed the iRig thinking eBay time.
After packing everything up, I watched several more YouTube reviews. Every one of them
seemed to have good sound. Then I watched one where the fellow unboxed, assembled and plugged
iRig into his mixer, and it got me to thinking. The
Bose ToneMatch mixer has been designed to
match the algorithms of different mics. If using a
Shure Beta 87A, you set the ToneMatch to the
Beta 87A setting and the mixer and mic work in
harmony. There is no iRig Acoustic setting. I had
to switch back and forth to different mic settings,
trying to find a good match. Evidently there isn't
any (using the ToneMatch). So, I set everything
up again, but this time used my Peavey 4-channel
mixer with my Bose L1 Compact. What a difference – wow! Now I had a decent microphone
iRig Bourgeois
sound, much like the sound sample videos.
What was interesting was the fact that I also
had my guitar plugged into a second channel, using my K&K Pure Western Mini pickup. I switched the 2nd channel on so I had a good mix of both the
iRig microphone sound and the K&K sound – really nice. Then I shut off the iRig volume so I heard
only the K&K. Wow! The K&K sounded warmer and more natural than the iRig Acoustic Stage mic. I
repeated the process. Yup, the K&K sounded better. Adding the iRig added a little brightness and a
slight bit of air, but not $99.00 worth.
Verdict? The iRig will be nice to have while running an open mic for use with a guitar or ukulele
that doesn't have a pickup system. The iRig Acoustic Stage will allow me to amply the guitar or ukulele easily and get a more natural sound than using the sound hole pickup I have been using in those
situations. Better, because the sound hole pickup doesn't fit all guitars and won't work on a ukulele.
But, will I use it on my guitars when performing live? Nope, I'll stick with my K&K Pure Western
Mini system. If I want that good old-fashioned microphone sound, I'll place my Shure Beta 57A on a
stand.
End result, one thumb up (in specific situations). $99.00 buys quite a few
sets of guitar strings.
Another Gear Note: Martin Guitars produced a terrific video titled 'The
Ballad of the Dreadnought' (click link)
to commemorate their 100th year.
Google it and enjoy.
Now go make some music.

Todd

Photos for this article courtesy of Todd C Walker.
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Pull up a Chair…
by Frederick Folklorist

Last month marked the 50th article that I've written for our newsletter. It began from a conversation I had with Rick Hill, the president of F.A.M.E.,
at our 2012 annual picnic. He said he wished that someone would write an article each month in the newsletter about the history of some of the music and the
people who performed it. Not being a performer, I was always looking for some
way I could make a contribution to the organization. This seemed like a perfect
fit for me.
I wrote the first article in November of 2012, and, except for a couple Photo by Todd C Walker
of months off in 2013, I have written each month about the stories behind the
stories of the songs we grew up hearing. Maybe some of the songs you never heard before, but should
have. I hope these articles have, at times, educated you on where some of the songs came from and
the people behind the songs. In fact, stay tuned; I'll be giving a lecture at the Frederick Library in the
months to come on this very topic.
What I've got for you here is a list of each article that I've written and the date of the issue in
which it appeared. If something catches your eye that you missed before, or you joined F.A.M.E. after
that issue was published, let us know and we can get that article for you. So without further ado, here
are the last 50 articles I've written – enjoy.
1
2
3
4
5

Nov 2012
Dec 2012
Jan 2013
Feb 2013
Mar 2013

Woody Guthrie
Huddie Ledbetter
Pete Seeger
Tom Dooley
The oldest English folk song still
regularly performed
6 Apr 2013 What English speaking country
has a folk song as its national
anthem
7 May 2013 Robert Johnson
8 Jun 2013 Harry Chapin
9 Nov 2013 Will the circle be unbroken
10 Dec 2013 The Newport Folk Festival
11 Jan 2014 The best folk song you thought
you knew, but you never heard of
12 Feb 2014
John Prine
13 Mar 2014 Folk music and the coffee house
connection
14 Apr 2014 You are my Sunshine
15 May 2014 The Weavers
16 Jun 2014 Stan Rogers
17 Jul 2014 What county music legend lived
in Frederick, MD?
18 Aug 2014 The Him and the Hymn
19 Sep 2014 Cat Stevens
20 Oct 2014 Phil Ochs
21 Nov 2014 Did Bob Dylan plagiarize
“Blowin' in the Wind”?
22 Dec 2014 Christmas in the Trenches
23 Jan 2015 Tracy Chapman
24 Feb 2015 What's happened to American
Folk Music

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

Mar 2015
Apr 2015
May 2015
Jun 2015
Jul 2015
Aug 2015
Sep 2015
Oct 2015
Nov 2015
Dec 2015

Odetta
Puff the magic dragon
Gordon Lighfoot
The Clancy Brothers
The Smothers Brothers
The first super folk group
Charlie and the MTA
Sing Out magazine
The Kingston Trio
Was John Henry Really a steal
driving man
35 Jan 2016 Jim Croce
36 Feb 2016 Steve Goodman
37 Mar 2016 Jimmy Buffet
38 Apr 2016 Joan Baez
39 May 2016 Folk music movies
40 Jun 2016 John Denver
41 Jul 2016
The greatest folk music manager
ever
42 Aug 2016 Maryland my Maryland
43 Sep 2016 James Taylor
44 Oct 2016 Ian and Sylvia
45 Nov 2016 The Sounds of Silence
46 Dec 2017 Novelty songs
47 Jan 2017 Richie Havens
48 Feb 2017 Tom Paxton
49 Mar 2017 The Dubliners
50 Apr 2017
America
Next Month: Van Morrison

Habitat ReStore Grand Opening
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Story and photos by Todd C Walker

Here are two photos from last month's Habitat for Humanity ReStore Grand Opening at their
new location at 19 North East Street (former Hobby Town location). Habitat asked me to put together a list of performers whose music would give a feeling of celebration to the event. Safe Harbor
led off the event, followed by local entertainer Brian Derek. Michael Schirf followed Brian, then
Kari Barrett, Scott Barrett, and Richey Ricker (on bass) wowed the crowd with their mix of
folk/rock and reggae. To close the afternoon off, myself (Todd C Walker), Richey and Scott performed our Coconut Trio act of popular radio hits of the 60s and 70s.
It was a fun afternoon of music, but the major story is how successful the Grand Opening
was. The checkout line of 20-25 patient shoppers was consistent from the 10am opening to the 5pm
closing. The Grand Opening raised just shy of $20,000 — a terrific way to kick of the new location!
Photo courtesy of YouTube.

July 8
California Dreaming — save the date — July 8 at the Performing
Arts Factory on Jefferson Street in Frederick, six of the region’s
most talented performers interpret and deliver the cherished
songs from California’s 1960s & 70s music scene, music that
shaped a generation. Variety, versatility, and vocals are at the
heart of what will be a magical evening. — Scott Barrett
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Panhandle Earth Day Photos

Mountain Ride

Klay Family Band

Melissa Elizabeth Wright

Barbara
Collins
Rick Hill

Debbie Stevens
Photos by Tomy Wright

F.A.M.E. stage line-up at Festival of the Arts
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The Frederick Arts Council is featuring its annual
Festival of the Arts celebration June 3 and 4.
Look who’s playing on F.A.M.E.’s stage!
Saturday, June 3rd:
11am
12noon
1pm
2pm
3pm
4pm

Todd C Walker
The Lone Road
Beachgrove & Blacksmith
Rick Hill
The Durants, I and II
Jason A.

Sunday, June 4th:
11am
12noon
1pm
2pm
3pm
4pm
5pm

Safe Harbor
Michael Warner
Cecilia Grace
Dan Bordeaux
Catfish Trio
Michelle Swan
George & Laurie

Come out and support LIVE acoustic music
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>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS <<<

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty? Both in and out of the music world? On
these pages, you can post your business card and connect with other members and
their specialties. They are posted here, free for members. Ads will run indefinitely (this
is new), until you tell me otherwise. Send business cards to roy.greene@yahoo.com.
Ads will run indefinitely (this is new).

201701

Are you a
F.A.M.E. Member?
Send me your
business card
for inclusion on this page
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F.A.M.E. Member ads
do not cost a dime
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Open Mics and Details

Ron Goad
The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety
Showcase: Second and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic:
Show up, sign up, perform one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run
café with tasty food, including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta,
desserts, coffee drinks, wine and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of
the week, including wonderful musical acts, local art exhibitions, open mics, poetry readings,
comedy, and now —storytelling! And, a hookah!

Doug May

Zak Maybie

Sam Biskin

Robert Pereira

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, MD. Every other
Thursday night 8 to 11:00 pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. Casually warm and comfortable inside,
you'll be welcomed to our neighborly pub each time you enter. Enjoy classic American pub food
freshly prepared by our cooks. Try a craft beer with your tasty chicken alfredo flatbread. We welcome
all to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat, great music, and a good time!

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street, Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and
third Thursdays, 7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host.
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Left to right: Bone Baynes, Doug Rosner, Robert Pereira, Barry Bryan, Fran
Tucker, Lisa Mortensen, Tom Musselman, Emily Lehr, and Trey Oliver
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD.
Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright hosts this cozy venue with
great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a friendly, relaxing atmosphere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as
well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with usually two or three songs
each. Percussion available upon request. Photo by Tomy Wright.

Left to right: John Durant, Jr., John DuRant, Sr., Joe Ginorio, Dan Kenny,
Marleen Brooks.
The UUCF Coffeehouse is now every 3rd Saturday of the month! Please join us for our next
Open Mic night on Saturday, May 20, from 7 - 9:30 pm. This is the perfect opportunity to share your
talents with an appreciative crowd! Everyone gets a chance to do two pieces (around 10 minutes) and
if there's time at the end, one or two more. Come, sign up and perform. Hope to see you there! Of
course, if you aren't up to taking the stage, every performer LOVES an audience!
Feel free to bring snacks or even dinner. As always, you are welcome to BYOB. This
event is free, but donations are gratefully accepted. For more information, email
UUCFCoffeehouse@gmail.com or check out our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
UUCFCoffeehouse
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Dave Koronet

Joe Ginorio

Todd C Walker

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD. Fourth Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam
and Katherine Ott, Dave Koronet, Max Honn, and Todd C Walker alternating hosts.

Sam Ott

Max Honn
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Jack

Max

Larry Harrison

Nathan Plosk

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors
Rick Hill, President
Sam Ott, Treasurer
Max Honn, Secretary
Dori Bailin, Membership
Roy Greene, Newsletter
Caryl Velisek, Publicity
Dave Koronet, Facebook

F.A.M.E. Goals:
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• To

nurture, promote, and preserve
original and traditional acoustic music of all genres in
Frederick and Frederick County through live music,
education, and community outreach.

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your
photos and stories about local acoustic
music and musicians. Please email
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com
by the 15th preceding the month of publication.
Submissions subject to editing.

• To educate aspiring musicians and the general
public about all aspects of original and traditional
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,
showcases, and concerts.
• To reach out to the community via workshops and

concerts, especially through schools and youth
organizations and the setting up of mentoring
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians.

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past
newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org.
Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10
Senior (65+) $10

Family (up to 4) $60

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31
Name: __________________________________________

Lifetime Membership $495
Membership Level:
______________________

Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________
Phone: __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed:
$ ___________ . OO
Date: __________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755
Questions: (301) 788-3066
All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge.
Senior and student members and guests are welcome to attend at cost.

