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One of the goals of Frederick 
Acoustic Music Enterprise is to develop 
a performance space that would seat 
somewhere around 100-150 folks. That 
space should have good acoustics, good 
accessibility for both performers and 
audience, be somewhat centrally 
located in the county and be reasonably 
priced. We have set up a series of 
concerts – Celebration of Acoustic 
Music, or CAM – to help us explore a 
variety of spaces. Our first concert was 
in April at Frederick Community 
College in the Jack B. Kussmaul 
Theater. That is a great space and it 
met all of our requirements. But, we 
continue to explore some other spaces 
as well. 

Frederick Arts Council is helping to 
create “Sky Stage” in downtown Frederick. This is an open space, formerly a warehouse. We are 
partnering with FAC to do several CAM shows there. The first one is coming up in September with an 
Open Mic the following week. We are excited about this space because it is a very creative venture 
and I am sure it will draw a lot of attention. More details are on page 6. 

Another space we are experimenting with is the Unitarian Universalist church on Elmer 
Derr Rd, just south of Frederick. We have been promoting their open mics and felt that the space 
would be a good one for concerts. It is a beautiful, open space with great parking and easy access. We 
will have a concert there November 12. 

A third space with which we are working is FSK Mall. This space is big and open, with easy 
access. It also has a perpetually changing crowd of potential audience members. We will have a 
holiday concert there in December. 

This is to be a year of experimenting and that is what we are doing. We want to 
determine the best possible location for a more permanent space for us. We also need to determine 
what the requirements of such a space need to be. Your attendance at these events and your review 
of the space and performers will be most helpful. 

We are also looking for teams of people to produce these concerts. We need 
coordinators, talent search folks, technical expertise and folks to do promotion. Some of the 
teams already have folks, others are missing some. If you would like to be part of a team let 
me know (rickhill@ricksfolk.com). 

Providing great acoustic music is one of our primary focuses and these 
concerts are a step towards establishing ourselves as a resource for the 
County. I hope that you will support our efforts! 

“Without music, life would be a mistake.” — Friedrich Nietzsche 

Peace, 

Rick Hill 
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Photo and image below courtesy of Rick Hill 

mailto:rickhill@ricksfolk.com
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1938.Friedrich_Nietzsche
http://www.ricksfolk.com/photos/


 

Open Mics 
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The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. 
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase. Second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm. 
Ron Goad, host. 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace 
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Second and fourth Thursdays  
8 to 11:00 pm. Sam Biskin, host. 

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. 

Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday 

of each month 7-9 pm, Tomy Wright, host. 

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street, 

Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and third Thursdays, 

7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host. 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Freder-
ick, MD. Fourth Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam and Kathe-
rine Ott, Dave Koronet, Max Honn, alternating 
hosts. 

More open mic details and photos on pages 20 and 21. 

The next UUCF “Coffeehouse” open mic will be 

October 22, 7 to 9:30 pm. Roy Greene and Brad 

Calhoun, hosts. 

http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JR-Sports-Bar-and-Restaurant-269295389754211/?fref=photo
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
http://www.frederickuu.org/home/index.php
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html


 

Sunday Songwriters 
Frederick Coffee Co, 100 N. East Street, Frederick, MD 

Third Sunday of each month starting at 4 pm 
Todd C Walker, host 
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 September 18  

Featured Artist: Woody Lissauer 
Four Songs: Brian Derek, Tim Kirker 

Welcome to an afternoon of local, 
regional, and sometimes national 

talent. Songwriters perform 30- to 40-
minute sets and are not paid. 

Please tip generously. 

Born into a musical family, Woody was 
inspired early on by his father’s love of music in 
all its forms. He began playing guitar from the 
age of five and never stopped. An innovative 
guitar player, he opened for Steppenwolf while 
still a teenager. As an adult, he toured widely in 
North America and Europe. Woody founded an 
original music project called Cubic Feet.  

Woody’s love of people and quick sense of 
humor quickly grab the crowd. His rich stories 

enchant and endear and his personality and excitement about music fill the room as 
do the show’s folk and classical guitars, with alternates such as banjo, dulcimer, sitar, 
mandolin and Woody infuses his CDs with his self-styled “Astro Folk” sound. His 
music spans a broad range of musical styles with lyrical beauty and musical form that 

startle reviewers and entrance new listeners. Woody 
wins accolades as much for wonderfully 

evocative lyrics as for his dazzling guitar 
and instrumental work. A voice of vast 
range described as “deeply affecting, 

sometimes growling, sometimes 
soaring,” Music Monthly declared 
his self-titled CD a “musical 
masterpiece” and characterized it as 

“Music You Must Hear!” 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Woody Lissauer. 

http://www.fredcoffeeco.com/
http://www.woodylissauer.com/index/
http://www.woodylissauer.com/index/
http://www.woodylissauer.com/index/


 

Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
  Show begins at 7:15 pm — September 19 — 

Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick, 
Maryland, second Monday evenings from 7:30 until 10 pm or so. The singer-
songwriters you will hear are a mix of national and regional touring performers with 
many award-winners from all genres. The featured songwriter for the evening plays 
for around 45 minutes; a number of other songwriters make cameo appearances 
singing three songs. Every show also includes a piano prelude to start the evening, our 
two resident poets, Rod Deacey and John Holly, read two poems each somewhere in 
the program – it’s an acoustic variety show. 

All of the performers are invited to play; this enables us to maintain high 
standards of musicianship and songwriting. We have gained a national reputation for 
being a great place to perform and be heard. 

There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured songwriter. 
Come out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music. 

If you would like a calendar for 2016, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net). For 
information about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad: 
MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker: 
todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on featuring (the 45-minute money spot), contact 
Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net. 

 

Monday Songwriters’ Showcase 
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September 19 Featured Artist Victoria Vox 

Piano prelude Pat Post 

Three songs Reid Schoenfelder, Terri Bocklund 

Poetry Rod Deacey & John Holly 

Host Todd C Walker 

  

http://www.brewers-alley.com/
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
mailto:todd@toddcwalker.com
mailto:roddc@xecu.net
http://www.brewers-alley.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyzXUp0JXAk


 

Traditional Folk Song Circle 
by Tomy Wright 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick 
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m. 
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F.A.M.E. Sky Stage Concert, Saturday, September 17, 7 pm 

Frederick Arts Council is helping to create “Sky Stage” in downtown Fred-

erick. F.A.M.E. will be pre-

senting the first show at 

the new venue. Two main 

acts will kick off a series of 

concerts at the corner of 

Carroll and All Saints 

streets in Frederick. CB 

Pickers, a high energy 

bluegrass band, and Crag-

gy Island, a fun blend of all 

things Celtic, will be our 

main acts.  There will also 

be two opening acts. Show 

starts at 7 pm.  Food and 

drink vendors will be on 

hand.  Admission is $10. 

Story by Rick Hill. 

 

This is a F.A.M.E. sponsored event. 

http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/
http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

Annual Picnic at Ceresville Sunday, September 18 Page 7 

Place: Ceresville Picnic Pavilion  Time: Noon to six pm 

Food and drink: Picnic fare prepared and served by Ceresville staff. 
Water and assorted soft drinks. Beer and wine available for purchase 

Music:  A jazz ensemble to play during lunch. After the business 
meeting, there will be a song circle, then an open mic 

Cost:  Regular and lifetime members *FREE!*  
  Guests and senior members $10 

Gift for members:  Briefcase style bags in 
blue/gray color with the F.A.M.E. logo 

Please RSVP by Tuesday, Sept. 13, to 
roy.greene@yahoo.com or 301.696.2263, so 
we’ll know how much food we’ll need 

 

 

mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20F.A.M.E.%20Annual%20Picnic


 

100 Years of Acoustic Music Concert at FCC 

Jack B. Kussmaul Theater 

Saturday, October 8, 7-10 pm 
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Hey everyone just wanted to bring you up to date on the concert at Frederick Community College 

on Saturday October 8th.  

      Approximant starting time 

Introduction Frederick Folklorist    7:00 

1916 - 1939  Rick Hill     7:05 

1940 - 1959  Scott Barrett     7:25 

1960s  Cumberland Valley Acoustic Duo  7:45 

1970s  Brian Derek     8:05 

INTERMISSION       8:25 

1980s  Dan Bourdeaux    8:45 

1990s  Michele Swan    9:05 

2000 - 2016 Cecilia Grace     9:25 

Conclusion  Group sing-along of a selected song 9:45 

 

Each performer will have about 20 minutes to play music from their assigned time period. Histori-

cal accuracy is verified by our very own “Frederick Folklorist,” who will be the MC for the night. The 

audience can expect to hear what was happening in the country during each time period and how it 

helped shape the music — and how the music helped shape the country. 

 

Todd Walker will be running the sound. There is plenty of free parking. This is an all-acoustic con-

cert, so you won’t hear any Fender Stratocasters here. 

 
Frederick Community College prohibits discrimination against any person on the basis of age, ancestry, citi-
zenship status, color, creed, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, genetic information, marital status, 
mental or physical disability, national origin, race, religious affiliation, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran sta-
tus in its activities, admissions, educational programs, and employment. 

The JBK Theater Series is made possible in part through support from the FCC Communications, Humani-

ties and Arts Department, College Activities, the department of Administration and grants from the Freder-

ick Arts Council, the Maryland State Arts Council and generous community sponsors. 

http://www.frederick.edu/arts-center/jbk-theater.aspx


 

Some organizations in the area that you may want 
to check out: 

The Institute of Musical Traditions (IMT) is an independent nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization which preserves 

and promotes American and international folk music traditions and nurtures new styles evolving from these 

cultural roots by presenting concerts, workshops, and educational programs. IMT presents weekly concerts in 

the fall, winter, and spring, in either Rockville or Takoma Park. They also present special events, icon con-

certs, family concerts, and workshops throughout the year, as well as occasional, Next to the House concerts in 

Takoma Park. Their venues range in size from 50 seats to 500 seats. Check out their Web site  

(http://www.imtfolk.org/index.shtml) for upcoming events! 
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Folk Alliance International exists to foster  and 

promote traditional, contemporary, and multicultural 

folk music and dance and related performing arts.   

http://www.imtfolk.org/index.shtml
http://www.imtfolk.org/index.shtml
http://www.bfms.org/
http://fsgw.org/
http://dcbu.org/
http://www.wamadc.com/wama
http://baltimoresongwriters.org/
http://www.saw.org/
http://www.imtfolk.org/index.shtml
http://www.folkalliance.org/


 

Comfortable Concerts 

September 16  Matt Abell   www.mattsongs.com 

Experience A Quirky Look At Life  
 
Singer-songwriter Matt Abell will entertain 
us! He will amuse us and make us think of life on 
another level! His music resides at the 
intersection of folk and contemporary pop.  And... 
 
Matt has a BA degree in Creative Writing that 
helps him pave the way toward incredible stories-
in-song reminiscent of Harry Chapin and Jim 
Croce. His intimate hold on words will amaze us 
with playful and humorous grown-up story lines 
and content, chronicling life from many 
perspectives, from a parent's point of view to that 
of a Civil War soldier.  
 
Matt loves a good yarn. Like Jim Croce or Arlo 
Guthrie, he mixes tall tales and truth until you 
can't tell the difference. With deadpan humor, he 
writes from the perspective of an old-fashioned 
guy in an absurdly modern world, spoofing 
American pop-culture with songs about reality TV, 
plastic surgery, super-sized appetites, and just 
plain bad manners.  

Please join us for a little serious levity...you may 
even find yourself with a smile and chuckle. 
 
 

Date:  September 16     Doors open:  7:30pm 
Location:  Damascus/Gaithersburg (address given upon RSVP) 

Suggested Donation:  $15-$20/person (solely for artist) 
RSVP: (Robin) kmarkle6@hotmail.com (refer to FAME newsletter) 

Bring an appetite!  Always a bounty of food/beverages 

Comfortable Concerts Coming Up: 

October 7    Jeff Black            www.jeffblack.com 
October 28     Dan Franchette/Laurel Thomson      www.danandlaurel.com  
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Concerts are held at Hill Chapel Concert Hall 

6 East Main Street, New Market, MD 

September 1, 7:30 pm — Adam and I 

September 30, 7:00 pm — Davey O. 

This is a F.A.M.E. event! 
The evening starts off 

with a song circle, 
then two cameos (to 

be determined), then  
Davey O. 

 
Embarking on a decade-

plus journey that has resulted in a collection of justly-earned, highly introspective 
songs, Davey crafts pure Americana that is not of the social and political 
consciousness, but drawn from the deep well of experience and human emotion – no 
hackneyed story lines, no insincere polish, just an unflinching poet’s look at life.  
Armed with a steady, rhythmic pulse on his Gibson guitar, a battered straw cowboy 
hat, and a no-apologies, rust-belt work ethic, Davey entertains attentive, diverse 
audiences at listening rooms, coffeehouses, nightclubs, festivals, and colleges and 
universities throughout the Northeast, Midwest, Midsouth and Atlantic U.S. – 
performances that result in engagement and communion between performer and 
audience through story and song.  

Hill Chapel Concert Hall & Venue 
Page 11 

 

Adam & I are Adam & Andrea 
Melia, a husband and wife indie 
folk duo formed in Nashville in 
2012. Capturing the unique ener-
gy of current Americana styles, 
while giving a joyful nod to the 
sounds of the 50’s & 60’s, Adam 
& I make a music all their 
own.  After marrying in their 
home state of Arizona, the singer-
songwriter couple moved to 

Nashville and began collaborating on what would become the Adam & I project. The 
challenge of starting over paired with the overwhelming talent they encountered in 
Music City inspired Adam & I to dig deep in search of the songs that would ring true to 
who they are as a duo, and inevitably reflect how they live their lives.  

http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.adamandimakemusic.com/
http://www.daveyo.com/
http://www.thehillchapelhouseconcerts.com/
http://www.adamandimakemusic.com/
http://www.daveyo.com/
http://frederickacoustic.org/


 

Attention Musicians: Performing  
opportunity at Frederick City Market 

Scholarships 
 

F.A.M.E., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is offering $250 

scholarships to a limited number of students. Students awarded a scholarship will 

be asked to perform at the FAME annual meeting. Applications are available under 

the “Scholarships” option on our website: www.frederickacoustic.org 

No age limit. 

Here at the Frederick City Market it is our pleasure to serve the community with some of the 
freshest produce, foods, and most unique artisan products and services around. Everything is either 
farm grown, or handmade locally by our wonderful vendors. We are located on Market Street in 
downtown Frederick between 3rd & 4th Street each Sunday from 9:00am to 1:00pm.   

We are very proud to announce that our wonderful community voted us Best Farmers’ Market 
in Frederick in 2015! Come by and see what all the fuss is about!   

Musicians who would like to play for tips are most welcome. They can choose how long they 
would like to play. Contact Louis Dewey: louisdewey301@gmail.com  Also on Facebook. 
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http://www.frederickcitymarket.com/
http://www.frederickcitymarket.com/
http://www.frederickcitymarket.com
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September 10th, 2016 at 7:30 in the evening. 

    100TH ANNIVERSARY 
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Members, are you looking for an active role in F.A.M.E.? Here’s your chance to get involved! 
Find a committee that lines up with your interests and skills and contact the editor.  
 
A.   Membership Committee 
    1.   Maintain membership roster 
    2.   Notify members when their membership renewal is due 
    3.   Chair organizes the Membership Committee as to how they generate renewals 
    4.   Inform Board of Directors (BoD) of steps taken to accomplish renewals/obtain new members 
    5.   Propose membership policy to BoD 
 
B.   Events Coordinator Committee 
    1.   Maintain communications with endorsed events 
    2.   Organize and oversee concerts, concert series, music circles, open mics, etc. 
    3.   Serve as Point Of Contact for those seeking F.A.M.E. endorsement 
 
C.   Marketing and Promotion Committee 
    1.   Organize/coordinate community outreach with other organizations 
    2.   Maintain F.A.M.E. website 
    3.   Assist with advertising for specific events 
    4.   Newsletter 
    5.   Maintain tent, table, signage, etc. 
 
D.   Education/Workshops Committee 
    1.   Plan and oversee workshops 
    2.   Oversee mentoring program 
    3.   Research and identify non F.A.M.E. educational opportunities 
 
E.   Scholarship Committee 
    1.   Establish scholarship fund 
    2.   Establish criteria/guidelines for scholarship awards 
    3.   Make recommendation to the BoD for benevolence 
    4.   Award scholarships and benevolence 
    5.   Formulate a percentage for annual giving and propose to BoD 

F.A.M.E. Committees 

mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20help%20on%20a%20F.A.M.E.%20committee


 

 Gear of the Month by Todd C Walker Page 14 

Those of you who know me are aware that I own several (several+) 
guitars. Not as many as my buddy Hank, but many folks (me included) think 
20 is too many. I learned back in 2006, that I am afflicted with GAS (guitar ac-
quisition syndrome). If you saw how many picks and capos I have in my collec-
tion, you could use the same acronym to mean “gear acquisition syndrome.” 
That being said, let me explain why I think owning a collection of guitars is a 
good thing. 

We’ll break this down into three groups of players: 1) Recreational, 
sit on the couch player; 2) Occasional open mic or gig player; 3) Active per-
former (regular gigs). 

Recreational: You play for fun, usually sitting on the couch. You may sing, or not. For you, 
one decent quality guitar is all you’ll need. Make sure that your guitar is set-up once or twice per year 
and that you change strings once in a while, and you’re good to go. Does the recreational player need 
more than one instrument? Not necessarily, but many do. 

Occasional Open Mic or Gig Player: You play for fun (surely), but you also enjoy perform-
ing occasionally, whether it’s at church, the local open mic, or maybe the occasional gig. Do you need 
more than one guitar? In my opinion, yes. Why? Each has its own unique voice. The important factor 
here is how well does the guitar perform amplified? I have several guitars that I love, but I rarely play 
them at gigs. Why not? Well, they don’t sound as good amplified as they do acoustically. Great gui-
tars, but not necessarily as a performing guitar. For this reason, a minimum of two is a good idea. 
And maybe throw in a good quality ukulele. Does the occasional open mic performer need more than 
one guitar? Well, no. Many of this type of player only have the one, but I suggest at least two. It’s al-
ways good to have spare. How many of you drive around without a spare tire? 

Active Performer: Now we’re getting into the territory of “need.” Why? Well, the guitar 
(instrument) is still part of the “fun” equation for sure, but it has now become a “tool” ...sort of like a 
hammer is to a carpenter. Active performers play paid gigs. A venue wants to get a performance 
worth the money they are paying. As a paid performer, you must supply the best quality product you 
are capable of giving. Talent is needed, of course, but so is professional level equipment. When it 
comes to your instrument, one isn’t enough. Why? Consider this simple story: 

 Carl gets hired by Midnight Coffee House to perform a two-hour show on Saturday night. 

Photos for this article provided by Todd C Walker. From left, Avian Skylark, Composite Acoustics, 
Harshbarger Athena, Martin Faux Koa, Wechter Pathmaker, and  Avian Falcon Baritone. 

http://www.reverbnation.com/toddcwalker


 

Todd 

Carl owns one guitar. He shows up 45 minutes early to set up his equipment. He posi-
tions his PA speakers, connects all his speaker cords, mic cords, etc. and puts his guitar 
on a guitar stand. It’s now 10 minutes to show time, so he stands in line to get a hot cup of tea with 
honey. The room is crowded (Carl is a popular performer). While Carl waits in line, Betty, who’s sit-
ting at the table next to the performance area, pushes her chair back quickly so she can give a hug to 
a friend who has just rushed over to her table. While pushing the chair back, one of the chair legs 
catches on her friend’s foot and down goes the chair, Betty, and her friend, crashing into Carl’s mic 
stand and guitar. With less than five minutes to show time, Carl rushes over to help Betty (and 
friend) and discovers that his guitar now has a broken neck. No guitar, no performance. If Carl had 
only brought a second guitar, the show could have been saved. 

I know two local performers whose guitars were damaged while on stage. In both cases, 
there was a second guitar to use, so the show continued. Without that back-up guitar, what would 
have happened? No show, no music, maybe an angry venue owner, a disappointed crowd who want-
ed to hear music, and a performer who will need at least one week, maybe more to have his/her gui-
tar repaired (if it can be). Investing in another guitar (instrument) to have as a back-up is a good 
idea. The same holds true for microphones, mic stands, cables, etc. 

Think of guitars like clothing. A pair of jeans for casual wear, a pair of shorts for hot days 
and a black cocktail dress for a night out. Using this line of thought, you’ll need a guitar for sitting 
around the house, a less-expensive (or graphite guitar) for hot humid days (or the beach) and a good 
quality guitar for performing out (your little black dress). That’s only three guitars.  

I own 20. Is 20 too many? My good friend Steve (God rest his soul) had over 135 in his col-
lection, maybe as many as 150. Where’s the Beano?? 

I own guitars for many reasons. The main reason is that I like owning guitars, but more 
importantly, each has its own distinct voice, playability and visual presence. My inexpensive (under 
$600) Martin faux Koa guitar (made with High Pressure Laminate) is my favorite sit-on-the-couch 
guitar (great for songwriting). My Composite Acoustics all graphite guitar is my go-to outside on a 
hot humid day guitar (impervious to temperature & humidity changes). My blue Wechter Pathmaker 
is one of my favorite performing guitars (plays nicely and always sounds great amplified). My Buck-
skin Redwood top Harshbarger Athena is unique in its look, and sound, and is a wonderful perform-
ing guitar in intimate settings. My Avian Skylark is another interesting guitar that has a unique look 
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Now go make some music.    



 

          Most of us think of James Taylor as being a mellow, down to earth, 
pretty centered guy. While that may be true in describing him now, oh brother, 
what a long, strange trip it was for him to get there. 
          He was born into a well-to-do Boston family. His father, a 
doctor, who would go on to become the Dean of the University of North 
Carolina School of Medicine, moved the family down to NC when James was 
very young. The Taylor’s would vacation each summer back on Martha’s 
Vineyard and it was there that his brother Alex first introduced young James to 
folk music. When he was 15 he met fellow teenage musician Danny Kortchmar, 
(aka Kooch) who remains, to this day, his best friend. They started playing 

at some coffee houses together where James tried to get comfortable performing in front of people. It 
was around this time that JT started to go into deep bouts of depression. They were so severe that he 
checked himself into the McLean Psychiatric Hospital outside of Boston when he was only 17. On a 
strange note his sister Kate and brother Livingston would both later also become patients at McLean. 

Ten months later he was 
discharged and moved to New York 
with Kooch and started up some 
bands. His early efforts in bands, 
notably fronting the “Flying 
Machine,” landed “in pieces on the 
ground,” as he later wrote in “Fire 
and Rain.” Not able to kick a drug 
habit that he acquired, he began 
hanging around with some shady 
characters. Taylor would later say 
of this New York period, “I learned a 
lot about music and too much about 
drugs.” Indeed, his drug use 
developed into a full blown heroin 
addiction. In 1967, when he was 
only 19, he moved to England where 
he caught the ear of the Beatles. Now 
you may have heard that James 
Taylor was the first act signed to the 
Beatles new record company called 
Apple records. I’m sorry to burst your bubble, but that’s just not true. Taylor was the 
first OVERSEAS artist, but Britt, Mary Hopkin, was the first actual artist signed and her hit “Those 
Were the Days” was the second single released by Apple Records. The first was the Beatles’ own “Hey 
Jude.” 

In the fall of 1968, James Taylor recorded his first album at Trident Studios at the same 
time the Beatles were recording The White Album at Trident. Paul McCartney played bass and 
George Harrison sang back up vocal on “Carolina in My Mind.” That’s where the lyrics from that 
song. “...with a holy host of others standing around me,” referring to the Beatles, came from. During 
his recording sessions Taylor fell back into his drug habit. He moved back to the US and checked 
himself into a treatment center. Though this helped in the short term, he wouldn’t be able to get the 
monkey off his back for years to come. 

The early 70s were the most productive of his career. With back-to-back hits of “Fire and 
Rain” in 1970 and “You’ve Got a Friend” in 1971, James Taylor had carved out his space in music. 
“Fire and Rain,” by the way was James Taylors way of sharing his experiences of the drug treatment 
centers, psychiatric hospitals, and suicide of his close friend Suzanne Schnerr. The 70s also gave us 
“Sweet Baby James,” “Up on the Roof,” “How Sweet It Is to Be Loved by You,” and “Don’t Let Me Be 

    Pull up a Chair… James Taylor 

Photo by Todd C Walker 
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Lonely Tonight” among others from JT. However, the 70s also brought the roller coaster 
marriage of James and Carly Simon with separation in 1981 and divorce in 1983 and, 
of course, the ever present drug addiction becoming more of a problem than ever before. And then it 
finally happened. 

Over the course of four months, starting in September of 1983, James Taylor decided 
that enough was enough. Spurred on, in part by the deaths of his friends John Belushi and Dennis 
Wilson and in part by the desire to be a better father to his children, Sally and Ben, he stopped taking 
methadone and kicked his heroin habit. In James Taylor’s own words here is what he had to say. “A 
big part of my story is recovery from addiction. One thing that addiction does is it freezes you. You 
don’t develop, you don’t learn the skills by trial and error of having experiences and learning from 
them, and finding out what it is you want and how to go about getting it by relating with other 
people. You short-circuit all of that stuff and just go for the button that says this feels good over and 
over again. So you can wake up, as I did at the age of 36, feeling like you’re 17. One of the things you 
learn as you get older is that you’re just the same.” 

The 80s, and into the 90s, were a calming period for James Taylor. A concert in Rio in 
1985, jump started his career again after his drug recovery. That was also the year that he got 
remarried, to Kathryn Walker. They had been dating for several years and she helped greatly in his 
decision to get straight. However, the marriage fizzled out in 1995. In 2001, he married his present 
wife, Caroline Smedvig. These days you can catch JT performing for a fundraiser for the 
environment or some other social cause that is near and dear to his heart. You might be lucky 
enough to catch PBS replaying the special that he and Carol King did in 2007, at the 
Troubadour, marking the 50th anniversary of the opening of the iconic club. With the 
exception of playing next month in LA, he doesn’t tour much anymore. James Taylor 
is one of those performers that I keep saying to myself, “next time he comes around here I have to 
hear him play.” He doesn’t put out many new albums, and that’s OK with me. I’d much rather sit 
there and listen to his old songs. 

It took James Taylor a long time to find himself. He had his ups and downs, but when 
the dust settled, he wound up on his feet – and sometimes that’s as good as you can hope for. Put 
your bellbottoms on, strap on your watch with the wide leather band, get yourself a cold Fresca, and 
listen to some James Taylor. 

Next Month: Ian and Sylvia 
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F.A.M.E. Member 
ads 

do not cost a dime 

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty — in and out of the music world? Here you 
can find some of our members’ services. Ads are provided at no cost to members and 
will run for six months and can be renewed for additional months via email. What‘s 
not to like? Send business-card-size ads via email to roy.greene@yahoo.com. I will 
insert an expiration date (yyyymm) unobtrusively so that you’ll know when it’s time to 
renew. Expired card ads will drop off (eventually) unless renewed. 

201701 

>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS  <<< 

201605 

201701 
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F.A.M.E. Member 
ads 

do not cost a dime 

Are you a F.A.M.E. 
Member? Send me 

your business card for 
inclusion on this page 

201701 

201701 
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Epicure open mic photos courtesy of Ron Goad 

Open Mic Photos Page 20 

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform 
one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food, 
including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine 
and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including 
wonderful musical acts, local art exhibitions, open mics, poetry readings, comedy, and now—
storytelling! All this and an outdoor hookah! 

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, MD. Every other 

Thursday night 8 to 11:00 pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. Casually warm and comfortable inside, 

you'll be welcomed to our neighborly pub each time you enter. Enjoy classic American pub food 

freshly prepared by our cooks. Try a craft beer with your tasty chicken alfredo flatbread. We welcome 

all to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat, great music, and a good time! 

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street, Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and 

third Thursdays, 7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host. 

http://www.epicurecafe.org/
http://www.furnacebarandgrill.com/home.html
https://www.facebook.com/JR-Sports-Bar-and-Restaurant-269295389754211/?fref=photo


 

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. 

Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright hosts this cozy venue with 

great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a friendly, relaxing atmos-

phere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as 

well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with usually two or three songs 

each. Percussion available upon request.  Photo by Tomy Wright. 
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UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road, Frederick, MD. About 

every two months. The next one will be October 22, 7 to 9:30 pm. 

Elaine and Mark Gleaton, Roy Greene, and Brad Calhoun, hosts. 

Photos from the August 27 show include above, from the left: Sea 

Raven, Marleen Brooks, Johny and John DuRant, Tom Kohlhepp, 

Joyce Bailey, Robert Pereira, and Dave Koronet; Dave Mott (bottom 

right).  Photos by Elaine Gleaton. 

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD. Fourth Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam 
and Katherine Ott, Dave Koronet, Max Honn, alternating hosts. Photos by Tom Kohlhepp. 

http://www.beansinthebelfry.com/
http://www.frederickuu.org/home/index.php
http://www.dublinroasterscoffee.com/


 

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors 
 

Rick Hill, President 

Sam Ott, Treasurer 

Max Honn, Secretary 

Dori Bailin, Membership 

Robin Markle, Musicians 

Roy Greene, Newsletter  

Caryl Velisek, Publicity 

Dave Koronet, Facebook 

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your 
photos and stories about local acoustic 
music and musicians. Please email 
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com 
by the 15th preceding the month of publication. 
Submissions subject to editing. 

F.A.M.E. Goals: 
 

  To nurture, promote, and preserve original and 
traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and 

Frederick County through live music, education, and 
community outreach.  

 
  To educate aspiring musicians and the general 

public about all aspects of original and traditional  
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,  

showcases, and concerts. 
 
  To reach out to the community via workshops and 
concerts, especially through schools and youth 
organizations and the setting up of mentoring 
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians. 
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Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755 

Questions: (301) 788-3066 

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ 

State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Membership  Level: 

______________________ 

Amount Enclosed: 

$ ___________ . OO 

Date: __________________ 

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.  
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past 

newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org. 

Membership levels: Regular Membership $35 Student $10 

Senior (65+) $10 Family (up to 4) $60  Lifetime Membership $495 

All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge. 
Senior members and guests are welcome to attend at cost. 

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

mailto:roy.greene@yahoo.com?subject=F.A.M.E.%20Newsletter%20Item
http://frederickacoustic.org/newsletters
http://frederickacoustic.org/

