Annual picnic — September 18 — Save the
date. Details on page 7.
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In the Spotlight…Dori Bailin

Dori is a teacher
who REALLY
loves teaching.
She has two
dogs, Ricky*
and Finn**
and she
loves to
sing! Story
on page 7.

by Caryl Velisek

*Ricky, “the big guy,” is a
golden cocker chow, who is 10
years old and “a real
gentleman.”

**Finn, a
yorkie mix,
isn’t in the picture.
The sheltie is Peralie, “a
very sweet little girl,” who died
two years ago at the age of 15.
Photo courtesy of Dori Bailin
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From the President

Photo and image below courtesy of Rick Hill

I attended Common Ground on the Hill two weeks ago and spent each day in a variety of
workshops. In the morning I helped build some of the framework for a facsimile of Thoreau's cabin
using only hand tools - chisels, hammers, augers. We used mortise and tenon joinery, just as
Thoreau would have done.
The afternoon began with a class on Black String Bands. This class presented information about
and played songs and tunes by a number of Black performers including Coley Jones, Scott
Joplin (the “father” of rag, he was mainly a mandolin player), and Martin, Bogan & Armstrong, who
performed “The Barnyard Dance.” I enjoy learning the history of some of the music I play. I was also
surprised by how strong a role Black musicians have played (no pun intended) in creating
contemporary American music. The class was led by three excellent musicians — Earl White, Tim
Porter, and Sparky Rucky, all of whom are active in promoting the history of Black music.
My second class was a fiddle class, taught by Earl White. Fiddle is a difficult instrument to
master, but I keep plugging away at it, hoping that in the next couple of years I will be able to hold
my own in a jam! So I took a Fiddle Jam class as my third afternoon class. Nothing like a little
rigorous exercise to wind up the afternoon.
Evenings were spent in a variety of ways – I went to a preview of Mike
Morningstar: Here’s to the Working Man, a documentary. I played fiddle as part of the dance band
for a square dance, and played guitar for a wild jam with a number of outstanding musicians. It
was a great week that helped me expand my own music and instrument repertoire, but
also gave me a deeper understanding of the music I play.
When I began playing Peter, Paul and Mary songs fifty-plus years ago, I just liked
the music. I had no understanding of where the music came from, the lives of the
folks who wrote it and played it, nor the context in which the music came
to
life. I have found it helpful, meaningful, and fulfilling to discover the
roots of that music. I cannot encourage you enough to do the same.
“Without music, life would be a mistake.”
― Friedrich Nietzsche

Peace,

Rick Hill

Open Mics
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The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA.
Open Mic and Music Variety Showcase. Second
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm.
Ron Goad, host.

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace
Rd, Thurmont, MD. Second and fourth Thursdays
8 to 11:00 pm. Sam Biskin, host.
Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W.
Potomac Street, Brunswick, MD. Third Thursday
of each month 7-9 pm, Tomy Wright, host.

JR Sports Bar and Restaurant, 605 Main Street,
Woodsboro, MD 21798. First and third Thursdays,
7:30 to 10 pm. Sam Biskin, host.

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD. Fourth Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Sam and Katherine Ott, Dave Koronet, Max Honn, alternating
hosts.

UUCF “Coffeehouse,” 4880 Elmer Derr Road,
Frederick, MD. August 27, 7 to 9:30 pm. Roy
Greene and Brad Calhoun, hosts.
More open mic details and photos on pages 22 and 23.
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Monday Songwriters’ Showcase

Brewer’s Alley, 2nd Floor, 124 N. Market Street, Frederick, MD
Show begins at 7:15 pm
Come upstairs at Brewer’s Alley in beautiful, historic, downtown Frederick,
Maryland, second Monday evenings from 7:30 until 10 pm or so. The singersongwriters you will hear are a mix of national and regional touring performers with
many award-winners from all genres. The featured songwriter for the evening plays
for around 45 minutes; a number of other songwriters make cameo appearances
singing three songs. Every show also includes a piano prelude to start the evening, our
two resident poets, Rod Deacey and John Holly, read two poems each somewhere in
the program – it’s an acoustic variety show.
All of the performers are invited to play; this enables us to maintain high
standards of musicianship and songwriting. We have gained a national reputation for
being a great place to perform and be heard.
There is no door charge, but we have “tip buckets” for the featured songwriter.
Come out and support LIVE ORIGINAL music.
If you would like a calendar for 2016, please e-mail Rod (roddc@xecu.net). For
information about playing a three-song spot, contact (1) Ron Goad:
MisterGoad@aol.com, (2) Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net or (3) Todd C. Walker:
todd@toddcwalker.com. For info on featuring (the 45-minute money spot), contact
Rod Deacey: roddc@xecu.net.
Featured Artists

August 8

Piano prelude
Three songs
Poetry
Host

Jim Patton & Sherry Brokus
Colette Rohan

August 8

Bill Mulroney, Tom Blood
Rod Deacey & John Holly
Todd C Walker

Traditional Folk Song Circle
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by Tomy Wright

Dublin Roasters, 1780 N. Market Street, Frederick
Second Saturday of each month, 1-3 p.m.
We had 19 attendees at the July 9th Song Circle held at
Dublin Roasters, including two new attendees. We
sang 25 songs covering 15 of the 35 categories in the Rise
Up Singing (RUS) songbook. We had one new song, ”I
Come and Stand” from the Peace category. We
are currently at 530 songs of the 1200 from the RUS
songbook, holding at 44 percent.
The continuing saga of Folk Song death and dying: no
definitive body count with “In my life,” although we were
witness to a pending earthly departure by “Tom Dooley”
and given a most excellent recounting of the back-story of
his imminent demise by Tom Kohlhepp, our F.A.M.E.
Newsletter Feature writer. We also instituted a resident,
on-scene, Librarian, Mike Sodos, whose duty will be to
find the music on our set of RUS teaching CDs to the
songs we don’t know during our sessions. Hopefully, this
will assist us in reaching our next Song Circle milestone of 600 songs by our 5th anniversary in
February 2017.
In attendance: Dori Bailin (Recorder), Brad Calhoun, Tom Kohlhepp, Dave Koronet,
Ellen Koronet, Kathy Lee, Doug Lundren, Gloria McCracken, Michael Melyn, Jay
Odom, Ruthie Rye, Mike Sodos (Librarian), Sam Staton, David Taechman, Jean
Vantassell, Caryl Velisek (Song researcher), and Tomy Wright (host); and two new friends
Joann and John.
Our ranks were a little thin this month, but we had dancing by Doug and Kathy, which also
added to the great fun we had singing. Our President, Rick Hill, was away. Looking forward to his
return in August. It was good to have Jay and Jean return. Dori and I will be out in August, but
returning in September. Have a great remainder of summer, folks!
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The Songs We Sing by Caryl Velisek

We started our Song Circle Sing Along with our usual, “You Are My
Sunshine,”and then we did some more old favorites – “Ripple,” “Willin’,” “Down In
The Valley,” “500 Miles,” “Blowin’ In The Wind,” “Home On The Range,” and “Dock
Of The Bay.”
We sang some Gospel songs, “Shall We Gather At The River,” and “Life Is
Like A Mountain Railroad,” both of which we have sang at least once before. Another Gospel song we
sang was “Lonesome Valley,” which was done in the movie, O Brother, Where Art Thou by The
Fairfield Four. The first known recording is listed as 1927. Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, and George
Jones were some of the well-known performers who recorded it. It’s listed as an Old American
traditional gospel song and Woody Guthrie called it “a church house blues.”
Two of the well-known performers who did “Angel From Montgomery” are John Prine, who
wrote it, and Bonnie Raitt. Prine said he wrote the song after a friend suggested writing another song
about old people. Although Prine said that he had written everything he wanted to about seniors, he
was intrigued by the idea of a song about a middle-aged woman who feels older than she actually is.
He later said he had a really vivid picture of a woman standing over the dishwater with soap on her
hands, wanting to get out of her house and her marriage and everything. She just wanted an angel to
come and take her away from the life she was living, Prine noted. He said he was probably drawn to
Montgomery as the song’s setting by virtue of being a fan of Hank Williams, who had ties to that city.
Besides the many recordings, the song was also performed by Gretchen Wilson in the Music
Builds concert and fundraiser to benefit the American Red Cross in the wakes of disaster relief
pursuant to the floods and tornadoes throughout the Southeast in April and May of 2011.
We did the Carole King favorite, “You’ve Got A Friend,” which is rather self-explanatory,
and Harry Chapin’s “Circles” - “All my life’s a circle, Sunrise and sundown…”
We did “The Tracks Of My Tears,” which was written by Miracles members Smokey
Robinson, lead vocalist, Pete Moore, bass vocalist, and Marv Tarplin, guitarist. Robinson explained
the song this way, “The Tracks of My Tears” was actually started by Tarplin, who is a young cat who
plays guitar for our act. So, he had this musical thing (sings melody), you know, and we worked
around, and it became ‘The Tracks Of My Tears.’”
Tarplin’s guitar licks at the song’s intro, according to Wikipedia, are among the most famous
in pop music history. The song was a number 2 hit on the Billboard R&B chart and is ranked at #50
on Rolling Stone’s The 500 Greatest Songs of All Time in 2004 and in 2007, it was inducted into the
Grammy Hall of Fame. On May 14, 2008, the track was preserved by the United States Library of
Congress as a culturally, historically, and aesthetically significant, to the National Recording
Registry. It was also awarded several other honors including one of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s
500 Songs that Shaped Rock and Roll.
We did Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young’s “Teach Your Children,” “Take Me Home, Country
Roads,” by John Denver, Bill Danoff, and Taffy Nivert, and “Fly Me To The Moon,” which was
originally titled “In Other Words,” and was written in 1954, by Bart Howard; it was first recorded by
Kaye Ballard in 1954. Later, it was closely associated with the Apollo moon mission when Sinatra
sang it in 1964.
We also sang (or, tried to sing) a couple songs that not too many of us were familiar with.
One was “Tumbalalaika,” a Hebrew riddle song, and a blues song, “Stealin’ Stealin,” by Will Shade
that was fairly unfamiliar, too. And, we also tried “I Come and Stand” without much luck.
We can learn these unfamiliar songs by listening to them on the RUS CDs, which can be
signed out. Maybe YOU can lead us singing and playing them in the future. It’s always fun to learn
new songs and we are making headway on our ultimate goal of singing and playing all 1,200 songs in
our Rise Up Singing song book!

In The Spotlight…Dori Bailin

by Caryl Velisek
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Dori Balin is the lady that sits at the table up front at the Traditional
Folk Song Circle at Dublin Roasters and welcomes us with a smile and a
cheerful “Hi!” She records attendance, makes sure we have the song books,
and answers our questions. Dori said she became aware of the group when she
attended a Friday night open mic hosted by Todd Walker at Dublin Roasters in
Frederick. She saw a flier about the Song Circle and decided to check it out.
“The group was small at first,” she said, “and Todd made me feel
welcome.” At first she just listened to the music, she noted, but with every
session she became more involved. “Tomy [Wright], Rick [Hill], and others
make you feel like family,” she said, “and soon, the whole group seemed like
one big family, which made it even more fun to be a part of.” She brought some
friends to the group. By and by, when Karen Fetters’ term on the Board of
Selfie furnished by Dori
Directors ended, Rick asked Dori if she would consider being on the Board as
this for this article.
secretary. (She accepted and was voted in.)
A teacher by vocation, Dori has an M.Ed. from the University of Missouri. She is employed by
Montgomery County Public Schools where she has a 15-year certificate and where she enjoys
teaching pre-kindergarteners. Before Montgomery County, she taught in Washington, DC. While
attending Moravian College in Bethlehem (PA), she spent the first semester of her senior year
teaching at the Sioux Indian Reservation in Standing Rock, North Dakota. “Standing Rock is where
the well-known chief, Sitting Bull, is buried, near Bismarck. It was a very interesting time,” she
noted. “I learned the Sioux language and Sioux cooking while I was there,” she said. Dori moved to
the Gaithersburg area in 1987, and to Frederick in 2003.
A breast cancer survivor, Dori said that she had a very happy childhood living in Margate,
New Jersey, adding, “I love living here in Frederick. I love being a part of F.A.M.E. It’s so cool to be
able to welcome people and to be part of this big family.”

Annual Picnic at Ceresville Sunday, September 18
Place: Ceresville Picnic Pavilion
Gift for members: Briefcase
style bags in blue/gray color with
the FAME logo and website
Food and drink: Picnic fare
prepared and served by Ceresville
staff. Water and assorted soft
drinks. Beer and wine available
for purchase
Music: A jazz ensemble to play
during lunch. After the business
meeting, there will be a song
circle, then an open mic
Cost: Regular and lifetime
members *FREE*
Guests and senior members $8

Comfortable Concerts
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August 5
August 26

Avi Wisnia
Annette Wasnik
and Owen Danoff

www.aviwisnia.com
www.AnnetteWasilik.com
www.owendanoff.com

Comfortable Concerts hosts multi-genre artist Avi Wisnia Friday, August 5th. Avi Wisnia
will perform his eclectic mix of Brazilian Bossa Nova /Acoustic American Folk /50’s Jazz /
Contemporary Pop. There is something for everyone! Hailing
from Philadelphia, Avi has performed at the Kennedy Center,
Philadelphia Museum of Art, and hosted a TED Talk about
Bossa Nova. On stage, he has performed with Ani DiFranco,
The Roots, Arturo Sandoval, and Maroon 5. His music has
been featured on TV and the movie All Dressed Up.
Avi organizes functions to support various causes. He
spearheaded “The No Brainer Benefit” to raise funds and
awareness for the National Brain Tumor Society, and Habitat
for Humanity. He has won the CMJ’s “Zig Zag Live
Competition” and was a Finalist in “Rolling Rocks National
Band Search.”
Avi’s performances capture a wide variety of stunning
compositions and intricate piano skills that truly compliment
his smooth voice. Something New, his debut full length
album was produced by Grammy winner, Glenn Barratt
(Amos Lee). www.aviwisnia.com
Please join us for an evening with Avi and his many styles of music. Sure to please all ears!

When: August 5th
Doors open: 7:30pm
Where: Damascus/Gaithersburg (address given upon RSVP)
RSVP: Aug. 24 (Robin) kmarkle6@hotmail.com (refer to FAME newsletter)
Suggested donation: $15-$20/person (solely for artists)
Come hungry! Plenty of food/beverages
August 26 Comfortable Concerts is honored to host two
ever-so-talented local performers, Annette Wasilik and
Owen Danoff!
Annette realized her love of music as soon as she discovered a
broken guitar (which she quickly fixed) in her basement. She hasn’t
looked back since! With a captivating alto voice and magical lyrics,
her songs transform the audience into a wondrous space. Her lyrics
tell stories of longing, love, home, and hope. Her style is reminiscent
of Linda Thompson and Natalie Merchant with influences from
Lucinda Williams and John Prine.
Annette has graced stages from DC to NYC in various venues and
festivals. Her debut CD, Songs from the Talking House, was awarded
“Best Contemporary Folk Recording of the Year” by the Washington
Area Music Association (WAMA).
www.AnnetteWasilik.com

Owen Danoff splits the bill this Page 9
evening! Owen is a DC native and son
of the founding member of Starland Vocal Band
and TOP 11 on NBC’s THE VOICE this past season.
His soft, sensitive voice and charming lyrics will
engulf your senses! Owen started writing songs at
the tender age of 15. He earned a film scoring
degree from the Berklee School of Music. He is a
top notch folk/rock artist reminiscent of Paul
Simon, James Taylor, and John Mayer. His first
full length album, Twelve Stories, was released in
May 2014. Owen is an accomplished bass and
guitar player and was accompanied by Rami Jaffee
and Chris Shiflett of the Foo Fighters for this
album. He has garnered the grand prize award at
the Bernard/Ebb Songwriting contest and multiple awards from WAMA. His talent has also been
featured in the Washington Post, the Huffington Post, and the Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon.
www.owendanoff.com
Won’t you join us for a very special evening with two local music greats?
When: August 26 Doors open: 7:30 pm
Where: Damascus/Gaithersburg
(address given upon RSVP)
RSVP: Aug. 24 (Robin) kmarkle6@hotmail.com
(refer to FAME newsletter)
Suggested donation: $15-$20/person (solely for artists)
Hungry folks needed! Plenty of food/beverages

Hill Chapel Concert Hall & Venue

6

Concerts are held at Hill Chapel Concert Hall
East Main Street, New Market, MD

This season of The Hill Chapel Concerts
has come to a close
We are already booking fabulous performers for Fall 2016
We wish all of you a happy, relaxing summer
Wishing you much…
Paul and Kelley

Page 10

F.A.M.E. American Music Show at Elk Run Vineyards
July 2, 2016 Photos by Todd C Walker
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Workshop News

by Chris McLaughlin

Awesome Studio Session with Recording Pro Jeff Feit
Saturday August 20th 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Maximum number of attendees is 20.
$25, $15 for F.A.M.E. members
Location:
Torchlight Studios,
19905 Lyndenwood Avenue
Beallsville, MD 20839
To sign up for this workshop, click here.

So you’re finally ready to record your songs. What do they do in “recording
studios”? How can you arrive prepared like a professional, time is money –
don’t waste either! What can a good studio do for your music that you can’t
do at home? The first part of the workshop is an introduction to the various
aspects of the recording process (signal flow, mic’ing techniques, types,
etc.). Followed by actual set up and recording for guitar, vocals, keyboard,
wind instruments, and perhaps lite percussion. You will (group decides) be
the artist being recorded! After recording the necessary tracks, the group
puts it together with a limited demonstration of editing and mixing. Of
course, questions and answers flow throughout the workshop. Very
informal and very informative.
Have fun and learn your craft

July Workshop photos
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“The usual suspects”

at the Sound System
Set-up Workshop
July 23rd at Make N
Music. Presented by
Todd C Walker, the
workshop provided
tips and tricks and
common mistakes to
avoid based on
Todd’s extensive
knowledge and
experience in working
with sound systems.
Todd gave in-depth
discussions on
microphones, room
size, amplifiers, and
PA systems. Make N
Music, Frederick’s
premiere music store,
has graciously
provided space for
F.A.M.E. workshops
for over five years.
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Attention Musicians: Performing
opportunity at Frederick City Market

Here at the Frederick City Market it is our pleasure to serve the community with some of the
freshest produce, foods, and most unique artisan products and services around. Everything is either
farm grown, or handmade locally by our wonderful vendors. We are located on Market Street in
downtown Frederick between 3rd & 4th Street each Sunday from 9:00am to 1:00pm.
We are very proud to announce that our wonderful community voted us Best Farmers’ Market
in Frederick in 2015! Come by and see what all the fuss is about!
Musicians who would like to play for tips are most welcome. They can choose how long they
would like to play. Contact Louis Dewey: louisdewey301@gmail.com Also on Facebook.

Scholarships
F.A.M.E., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is offering $250
scholarships to a limited number of students. Students awarded a scholarship will
be asked to perform at the FAME annual meeting. Applications are available under
the “Scholarships” option on our website: www.frederickacoustic.org
No age limit.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY

September 10th, 2016 at 7:30 in the evening.

F.A.M.E. Committees
Members, are you looking for an active role in F.A.M.E.? Here’s your chance to get involved!
Find a committee that lines up with your interests and skills and contact the editor.
A. Membership Committee
1. Maintain membership roster
2. Notify members when their membership renewal is due
3. Chair organizes the Membership Committee as to how they generate renewals
4. Inform Board of Directors (BoD) of steps taken to accomplish renewals/obtain new members
5. Propose membership policy to BoD
B. Events Coordinator Committee
1. Maintain communications with endorsed events
2. Organize and oversee concerts, concert series, music circles, open mics, etc.
3. Serve as Point Of Contact for those seeking F.A.M.E. endorsement
C. Marketing and Promotion Committee
1. Organize/coordinate community outreach with other organizations
2. Maintain F.A.M.E. website
3. Assist with advertising for specific events
4. Newsletter
5. Maintain tent, table, signage, etc.
D. Education/Workshops Committee
1. Plan and oversee workshops
2. Oversee mentoring program
3. Research and identify non F.A.M.E. educational opportunities
E. Scholarship Committee
1. Establish scholarship fund
2. Establish criteria/guidelines for scholarship awards
3. Make recommendation to the BoD for benevolence
4. Award scholarships and benevolence
5. Formulate a percentage for annual giving and propose to BoD
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Gear of the Month by Todd C Walker

I guess I’m a sucker to marketing, but in all fairness, I’m constantly
trying to come up with new and interesting products to report on for this
column. Here’s a new one:
EZ
String: EZ
String’s
marketing
slogan is “Stringing
Instruments Just Got
EZ.” Their web presence
is fairly low budget, as are their YouTube
instructional videos, but you can tell these two
guys must have had difficulty changing guitar
strings to the point of “AAARRGGHHH!!” at
some point.
For around $15 + shipping you can get
six cylindrical plastic caps that should make it
easier to change guitar strings, and save time.
The packaging is clever – the six EZ’s come
slipped on a short span of low E string
(clever). EZ’s can be ordered in either clear or

black plastic – I chose clear (less noticeable).
Do they work? Yes. Are they easy to use the first Photos for this article courtesy of Todd C Walker
time? Well, let me put it this way: it took me three times longer to change guitar strings using these
little time saving devices. I will admit that, although the EZ’s are simple in theory and are
supposedly foolproof, I broke two strings in the first 15 minutes. In fairness to the EZ guys, I wasn’t
as diligent as I should have been to make sure that the string passed through all holes before
tightening the “A” string. (I missed the outside hole on the back side of the EZ.) Noticing my
mistake, I de-tuned the string and “snap.” Hmm. How did that happen? Okay, insert another string,
start to tighten and “snap.” Grrr. Now I had to find another spare “A” string. Third time was the
charm – whew! The final four strings went on without a hitch.
So why did the strings break? A simple understanding of the EZ device sheds light.
The EZ’s are made up of two cylinders, one open on one end and flat-capped on the other
end, with holed slots on opposite sides. A second, slightly larger cylinder (also with holes on opposite
sides, and with a domed cap), slips over the lower cylinder. A coiled spring is between the two
cylinders which pushes the two cylinders apart. I figured this out when I removed the first EZ from
the packaging string – boing, three pieces went in three directions. A firm grip works wonders.
After settling the balled end of the string into the bridge and inserting the bridge pin, slip the
EZ over the tuning peg (facing the tuning peg hole toward the nut). Line up the holes in the EZ with
the tuning peg hole, then press down until the string can pass through the EZ and the tuning peg (all
the way). While keeping downward tension on the EZ, pull the string completely through so that
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there is tension on the string. Holding the string, release pressure on the EZ. The spring will push the
top EZ cap upwards, pinching the string and holding it in position. Then tighten the tuning peg –
one half rotation is all that’s needed to bring the string to pitch (simple). Stretch each string carefully
and you’ve got a nicely tuned guitar.
So why did the two strings break? Well, the first
one because I had tuned the string to pitch before noticing
that I missed the backside hole, thus the string would have
eventually slipped. The holes in the EZ’s are punched into
the plastic thus the edges of the holes have an edge which
causes a right angle bend in the string. When I de-tuned
that first string, the right angle was forced back to straight
and snapped. Not sure why the 2nd string snapped as soon
as I tightened it although I suspect that that particular EZ
cap had a sharper edge than the rest and after two breaks
the edge wore down.
What do I think of the EZ String product? Clever.
Once figured out, easy to use. Does it save time – no. Do
the little caps look cool on the guitar? Not really. Do the
EZ caps hold the strings tightly? They seem too. Will I
purchase a 2nd set? No, this science experiment has been
completed. In summary, I give the EZ String caps a ½
thumb up. Just learn how to change your strings the oldfashioned way.
Now go make some music.

Todd

Pull up a Chair… Our State Song,
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“Maryland, My Maryland”
Most people reading this are familiar with our state song, “Maryland, My
Maryland.” However, I wonder how many of you know that is was written in
1861 at the outbreak of the Civil War and was so anti-Union that Robert E. Lee
ordered Confederate troops to sing it as they entered into Frederick on their
way to Antietam in September of 1862, as a way to stir up sympathy for the
Confederacy.
Photo by Todd C Walker

It was written as a poem by James Ryder Randall and contained lines
such as “Northern scum” to describe the Union, and the phrase “sic semper,”
which was the phrase shouted by Maryland native John Wilkes Booth for years later – right after he
shot Abraham Lincoln. The song was so popular with the Confederate army that it was called “the
Marseillaise of the South.” I don’t think you can really understand why the song is so anti-Union
without understanding something about the author, James Randall, and the reason behind why he
wrote the poem.
Randall was born on New Year’s Day in Baltimore in 1839. His father, James A. Randall,
was the 20th president of Georgetown University. James R. wasn’t really anti-Union until 1861. Just
a quick history lesson here to set the stage, if you don’t mind. Bear with me; I was a history major in
college.
Lincoln was not poplar in Maryland, to say the least. In fact out of 92,500 votes cast from
Maryland in the 1860 election 90,000 of them voted AGAINST Lincoln (yes you read that right). As
war clouds gathered, Union troops were sent to Baltimore to protect the strategic harbor and the
roads to Washington.
Almost everyone thinks that the first person to die during the Civil War was killed at Fort
Sumter in South Carolina. However, as my father would be quick to tell anyone willing to listen, the
first person to be killed during the Civil War died on the streets of Baltimore. On April 19th, 1861,
fighting broke out as the troops marched through the city of Baltimore to the railroad station. About
10 Union soldiers
and civilians were
killed. One of those
civilian
casualties
happened to be
James
Randall’s
best friend, Francis
W a r d
o f
Randallstown,
M a r y l a n d .
Overcome
with
grief, Randall wrote
a
poem
titled,
“M aryl and,
My
Maryland.”
The poem was
nothing
more
than a plea for his
home
state
to
secede from the
Union and join the

Confederacy. The poem was quickly put to the music of “O Tannenbaum” (“O Christmas Page
Tree”)19by
Baltimore society sisters and Confederate sympathizers Hetty and Jennie Cary. We can really thank
the Cary sisters for the popularity of the new song. By putting it to a tune that the people already
knew, all they had to do was substitute Randall’s words for that of “O Christmas Tree” and
“Maryland, My Maryland” was a huge hit.
When you read all nine verses, you can certainly see that antiUnion sentiment ran deep with lyrics like:
Dear Mother! burst the tyrant’s chain,
Maryland! My Maryland!
Virginia should not call in vain,
Maryland! My Maryland!
She meets her sisters on the plain –
“Sic semper!” ‘tis the proud refrain
That baffles minions back amain,
Maryland! My Maryland!
In
1939,
the
Maryland state senate
voted to make “Maryland,
My Maryland” our state song.
When people actually started to
read
the verses years later, there were
grumblings at the Image courtesy of
Joanna Barcapital in Annapolis
that the state song needed to be changed. As recently as last
July, a panel was commissioned to look into possibly finding a
new state song. This past December the panel released its
recommendation to the state senate - it was time for
“Maryland, My Maryland” to be retired. And then politicians
did what they’re good at, they dragged their feet. As of yet,
nothing has changed.
I have a suggestion for the state senate. Why don’t they
just use the other version? The OTHER “Maryland, My
Maryland” – ummm – say what? What do you mean the other
version? Well a year after Randall’s poem/song was published,
the Union came out with its own version and it was first sang
on the one-year anniversary of the Baltimore riots of April 19.
With a reference to Jeff Davis and lyrics like this, why not give
it a shot?
The Stars and Strips I hope will wave,
In Maryland, my Maryland,
When every traitor’s in his grave,
In Maryland, my Maryland;
She is not dead, nor deaf, nor dumb,
Therefore she spurns the secesh scum,
And says to Jeff, you cannot come to
Maryland, my Maryland
Here is our state song in its entirety (click link).
Image of “Maryland, My Maryland”
lyrics sheet courtesy of Duke University Libraries

Next Month: James Taylor
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>>> F.A.M.E. MEMBERS’ ADS <<<

F.A.M.E. member, what’s your specialty — in and out of the music world? Here you
can find some of our members’ services. Ads are provided at no cost to members and
will run for six months and can be renewed for additional months via email. What‘s
not to like? Send business-card-size ads via email to roy.greene@yahoo.com. I will
insert an expiration date (yyyymm) unobtrusively so that you’ll know when it’s time to
renew. Expired card ads will drop off (eventually) unless renewed.
201605

201701

F.A.M.E. Member
ads
do not cost a dime

201701

201701

201701
201701

201702
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201701

201701

Are you a F.A.M.E.
Member? Send me
your business card for
inclusion on this page
201606

201701

201701

F.A.M.E. Member
ads
do not cost a dime
201605
201701

201701
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Open Mic Photos

The Epicure Café, 11104 Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA. Music Variety Showcase: Second
and fourth Wednesdays at 8 pm, hosted by Ron Goad. Open Mic: Show up, sign up, perform
one to three songs. Epicure is an independently-owned and family-run café with tasty food,
including appetizers, Greek specialties, salads, sandwiches, subs, pasta, desserts, coffee drinks, wine
and beer. Epicure features various creative events that fill every night of the week, including
wonderful musical acts, local art exhibitions, open mics, poetry
readings,
andof Ron
now—
Epicure
open mic comedy,
photos courtesy
Goad
storytelling! All this and an outdoor hookah!

The Furnace Bar & Grill, 12841 Catoctin Furnace Rd, Thurmont, MD. Every other
Thursday night 8 to 11:00 pm; hosted by Sam Biskin. Casually warm and comfortable inside,
you'll be welcomed to our neighborly pub each time you enter. Enjoy the beautifully designed new
granite bar and a menu of classic American pub food freshly prepared by our cooks. Try a craft beer
with your tasty chicken alfredo flatbread. We welcome all to stop by for a beverage, a bite to eat,
great music, and a good time!
JR Sports Bar and Restaurant,
605
Main
Street,
Woodsboro,
MD 21798. First and
third Thursdays, 7:30
to 10 pm. Sam Biskin,
host.

Beans in the Belfry Meeting Place & Café, 122 W. Potomac Street, Bruns- Page 23
wick, MD. Third Thursday of each month 7-9 p.m., Tomy “One M” Wright
hosts this cozy venue with great acoustics, as it is an old church reclaimed as a coffeehouse with a
friendly, relaxing atmosphere. This is a SAW- and FAME-endorsed open mic which draws performers from both groups, as well as the local area. Format is a first-come, first-served sign-up list with
usually two or three songs each. Percussion available upon request.
Beans in the Belfry Open Mic photos by Tomy Wright.

The July 21, 2016 open mic show at Beans in the Belfry was hosted by Fran Tucker. Photo by Ronnie Freitag

F.A.M.E. Board of Directors

F.A.M.E. Goals:

Rick Hill, President
Sam Ott, Treasurer
Max Honn, Secretary
Dori Bailin, Membership
Robin Markle, Musicians
Roy Greene, Newsletter
Caryl Velisek, Publicity
Dave Koronet, Facebook
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 To nurture, promote, and preserve original and

traditional acoustic music of all genres in Frederick and
Frederick County through live music, education, and
community outreach.

The F.A.M.E. newsletter welcomes your
photos and stories about local acoustic
music and musicians. Please email
submissions to the editor at roy.greene@yahoo.com
by the 15th preceding the month of publication.
Submissions subject to editing.

 To educate aspiring musicians and the general
public about all aspects of original and traditional
acoustic music of all genres via workshops, open mics,
showcases, and concerts.
 To reach out to the community via workshops and

concerts, especially through schools and youth
organizations and the setting up of mentoring
opportunities for young and aspiring acoustic musicians.

Frederick Acoustic Music Enterprise (F.A.M.E.) is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

All active members receive a copy of the monthly newsletter via email.
Non-members and members who do not use email may check out past
newsletters at www.frederickacoustic.org.
Membership levels:
Senior (65+) $10 Regular Membership $35 Lifetime Membership $200
Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31
Name: __________________________________________

Membership Level:
______________________

Address: ________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________
State: ________ ZIP Code: __________________________
Phone: __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed:
$ ___________ . OO
Date: __________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Please mail to: F.A.M.E. Membership, 5181 Holter Road, Jefferson, MD 21755
Questions: (301) 788-3066
All Regular and Lifetime members attend the annual F.A.M.E. picnic at no charge.
Senior members and guests are welcome to attend at cost.

